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Glad and Generous

By: Rev. David N. Mosser,
Senior Pastor
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s we begin a new school year, which seems 
to set the agenda for many, and as we begin 
thinking about cooler weather and what 
that brings, we also think about returning 

to our church routines. While these routines do 
not look as predictable as perhaps they were 
for the generations before us, they are fairly 
ingrained habits—even if not necessarily good 
habits. In six weeks, our congregation will band 
together and try to help people think through 
their gifts, promises, and pledges to our con-
gregation. We go through this ritual each year 
to help us spiritually think about our stake in 
the church, and to muster the resources we 
need to minister to the people both in our com-
munity and our own congregation.

None of our church members are required to 
pledge to participate in the life of FUMC of 
Arlington, although some churches and syna-
gogues do require this. Yet, as I want to remind 
you, pledging is not simply writing a check to 
meet the needs of our budget; it is also tangible 
proof of our gratitude to God for our church and 
for God’s love and care for all of us. As such, it 
is an act of faith like prayer or worship.

Often people ask me how much they should 
give and in today’s world it is a good question. 
Some Christians choose to give 10% of their 
income to the church. The Bible calls it a tithe. 
Other persons make a commitment to give a 
different percentage. Whatever each member 
decides to give, it must be a decision done prayer-
fully and joyfully, so we may all give thanks 
together for the privilege we have been given to 
use our resources to help others and to glorify 
God, our Maker and Giver of all good gifts.

Sometimes people ask: “Can I change my 
pledge if my financial circumstances change?” 
Duh! Of course, “yes” is the answer. We do 
understand that circumstances in our lives 
change. Sometimes people give more than they 
originally pledged. Other times, they need to 
reduce or even cancel their pledge for some time. 
We simply ask you to let Mary Lobban in the 

church office know if circumstances change.

I want to share what I consider to be the bed-
rock of Christian stewardship so what follows 
in this article is an explanation about Matthew 
25:1-13, Jesus’ parable about the foolish and 
wise bridesmaids. As the writer, publisher, 
artist, and philosopher Elbert Hubbard (1856–
1915) once wrote: “An ounce of loyalty is worth 
a pound of cleverness.” For your convenience I 
have included the parable here:

HERE ARE THE FOUR PRINCIPLES 
OF CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP:

1: Everything belongs to God.
2: God includes people as partners in creation.
3: Each believer has a task that he or she 
    is gifted to do.
4: God and God’s realm will remain steadfast 
    with or without our participation.

1 "Then the kingdom of heaven will be like 
this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and 
went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them 
were foolish, and five were wise. 3  When the 
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with 
them; 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their 
lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of 
them became drowsy and slept. 6 But at mid-
night there was a shout, 'Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' 7 Then all 
those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their 
lamps. 8 The foolish said to the wise, 'Give us 
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' 

9 But the wise replied, 'No! there will not be 
enough for you and for us; you had better go 
to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.' 10 

And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom 
came, and those who were ready went with 
him into the wedding banquet; and the door 
was shut. 11 Later the other bridesmaids came 
also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us.' 12 But he 
replied, 'Truly I tell you, I do not know you.' 13 

Keep awake therefore, for you know neither 
the day nor the hour" (Matthew 23:1-13).
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Jesus ends today’s lesson, saying: “Keep 
awake . . . for you know neither the day nor the 
hour” (Matthew 25:13). Years ago, The Cham-
bers Brothers band refined their skills as choir 
members in a Baptist church. In time the group 
recorded an album People Get Ready. The first 
line sings: “People get ready there’s a train 
a-comin;’ You don’t need no baggage you just 
get on board.” Yet according to Jesus one does 
need oil!

Jesus’ parable of the bridesmaids addresses 
the stewardship theme of being both alert and 
ready. This is Matthew’s final parable address-
ing the abrupt coming of God’s Kingdom. 
Jesus’ backdrop is a wedding feast and it 
makes the parables’ point. In first century 
wedding feasts, it was an occasion where 
family and friends celebrated a marriage. 
Contrary to today’s Saturday afternoon/eve-
ning weddings, a wedding then often lasted 
more than a week. First century courtship 
rituals required a long process—sometimes 
several years. Jesus used this familiar wed-
ding image to emphasize the long wait for a 
marriage observance. The parable pertains to 
the steward’s vigilance. Stewards are disciples 
primed to offer their God-given gifts to God’s 
Realm. The Boy Scout motto nicely sums up 
the parable’s theme: “Be prepared.”

Jesus teaches that the bridegroom’s arrival 
is the moment of truth. Five bridesmaids were 
ready with oil they had stored for this moment. 
This preparation made them wise. Five brides-
maids had not done what was necessary to 
secure oil. Their failure made them foolish. A 
steward is either ready or not, and this detail 
is the parable’s implication and essence. 

Stewards prepare for life’s decisive moments. 
A steward cannot prepare for an occasion of 
opportunity when it happens. Rather, stewards 
prepare in advance for whatever opportunities 
come. The trouble with the bridesmaids who 
lacked oil was that they waited too long to pre-
pare. As the English poet Edward Young 

suggests: “Procrastination is the thief of time.”
Some interpreters believe that the bride-

groom’s arrival signifies the time when God’s 
reign on earth will begin. So, the parable’s 
determining image is that God—and God’s Mes-
siah—provides the wedding feast. Thus, when 
God is ready for the feast, then it is time to start. 
The bridegroom initiates the feast; not the 
guests. Although delayed, perhaps for some 
time, when the bridegroom arrives, it is too late 
to begin the preparation. The preparation must 
be completed prior to the bridegroom’s arrival.

William Manchester’s excellent book about 
Douglas MacArthur titled American Caesar 
illustrates a stewardship touchstone of pre-
paredness. MacArthur insisted on trying to 
persuade individuals that none of us has unlim-
ited time to get our act together. There are too 
many things that intervene in our too human 
well-laid plans.

In a letter to William Allen White, General 
Douglas MacArthur wrote these earnest words 
about warfare that are suitable for us now:

     The history of failure in war can be summed 
up in two words: Too late. Too late in compre
hending the deadly purpose of a potential en- 
emy; too late in realizing the mortal danger; 
too late in preparedness; too late in uniting all 
possible forces for resistance, too late in stand
ing with one’s friends. (William Manchester, Ameri-

can Caesar: Douglas MacArthur 1880-1964, Little, Brown 

& Company, 1978, pp. 182-183)

The parable’s good news for contemporary 
stewards is today’s preparation enables others 
to use our gifts tomorrow. To those who save for 
a rainy day or those who would give to God’s 
kingdom rather than prodigally waste resources, 
this parable offers hope. Perhaps, this parable 
suggests ways to spend our time/effort on essen-
tial things. A steward’s decisions today prepare 
for a later day when God’s Kingdom/Realm comes 
upon us unexpectedly. “Keep awake therefore, 
for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
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In the long run, it is not the arrival of the 
bridegroom that makes some wise and others 
foolish: the bridegroom’s return simply reveals 
which are which.

When will we recognize that God and God’s 
Realm will remain steadfast with or without our 
participation? That is, God has fixed the outcome 
of creation and Jesus preached that the Kingdom 
of God has already arrived. Mark opens his 
Gospel by writing: “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God has come near” (Mark 1:15). 
This means that clearly we can duck our practice 
of stewardship or neglect our confession of faith, 
but if we choose to bypass Christian stewardship, 
then we are the ones enfeebled —and the train 
is a comin’ and will soon be here!

A pastor friend told me a touching story of a 
young woman in his church. She wanted the lead 
in her high school’s play, but the directors chose 
someone else. The directors offered her a second-
ary, although significant, role in the play. Yet, the 
decision wounded her pride. She refused to take 
part in any way whatsoever. Her mother pleaded 

with her, but she obstinately stood by her decision.

Later the youngster told her pastor that it was 
the biggest mistake she ever made. She said, 
“Because of my stubbornness and failure to 
admit I made a mistake, I spent the whole spring 
semester of my senior year isolated from my best 
friends. While they had fun rehearsing, I sat in 
my room and pouted. The funny thing was the 
play was great. Worse than that, I am not sure 
anyone missed me, but I know that I sure missed 
them. I learned a painful lesson the hard way.”

In God’s Realm, “Thy kingdom come” always 
advances. We may choose to avoid God’s Realm 
or God’s people, but clearly the kingdom con-
tinues despite our participation—or not. Thus 
to be a Christian steward is to be a believer who 
chooses to use his or her talents to build up 
God’s kingdom—a kingdom God is already 
building. Thus, we participate in something 
much greater than the narrow world of our own 
creation in which we live. From first to last, as 
stewards God offers us a way to become co-
creators in the great enterprise of life.

WAYS TO PLEDGE

Drop off your pledge card in the 
church office. Pledge cards will be 

available in October.

You can now pledge online at 
arlingtonmethodist.org/give/pledge

To set up your pledge, call or email 
Mary Lobban, Finance and Business 

Administrator, 817.274.2571 or 
mlobban@arlingtonmethodist.org
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PSALM 80:18

PSALM 80:18

PSALM 80:18I’ve spent the last two-and-a-half years having an amazing time as the lead pastor of our modern 
worship service, Celebration, which has been meeting faithfully in the Great Hall for eighteen years. 
An amazing group of people have gathered and sustained this worship service, with wonderful vol-
unteers, and an awesome team of worship leaders in our band, Center 313. Over my time here there 
have been a lot of conversations, sharing of dreams and desires, and a lot of praying over the direc-
tion to which God has called this worship encounter. After months of planning, praising, and 
praying, we’re excited to announce the new vision for the modern worship community at FUMCA.

As a faith community that’s deeply committed 
to sharing in Holy Communion every Sunday 
morning, the open table will be a constant in 
Revive Worship. In centering ourselves on the 
direction God is calling us to in Revive, we found 
three values that hold the community together 
not just on Sunday morning, but everyday of 
the week - renewal, reconnecting, and revival.

RENEWED 
by God’s grace at the Table.

RECONNECTING
with God to love our community.

REVIVAL
in worship to live in Christ.

On September 6, we’re going to take the time 
to celebrate the eighteen-year history of con-
temporary worship at FUMCA, started by a 
group of people in 1997 who were seeking to 
worship God with an experience that was 
entirely new to our church.

The official launch of the new experience in 
Revive will begin September 13, with a worship 
series focused on God’s call for us to reach in 
and outside of the church, honoring the com-
mission Jesus gave us to share God’s loving 
message for the world. Invite your friends to come 
check out the new thing that the Lord is doing 
in the Great Hall at 11:00 am: the beginning of 
a new season of praise, worship, and service! 
Together, we’ll seek a revival, to glorify God, to 
love our neighbors, and to reach our community.

Blessings to you,

Rev. Jarrod Johnston
Associate Pastor of Young Adults and Communications
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PSALM 80:18

PSALM 80:18

PSALM 80:18

PSALM 80:18

PSALM 80:18

PSALM 80:18“...Revive us, 
    so that we can 
    call on your name…”

PSALM 80:18
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1. WHY ARE WE HERE IN THE FIRST PLACE?
According to Matthew 22:36-402, the greatest 

thing that we are called to do is to love God 
and others as ourselves. As we share the Good 
News, grace and love of God, Jesus Christ, and 
the Holy Spirit, we grow in grace and love as 
disciples of Jesus Christ and journey together 
as we make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. The service and 
stewardship of people from local churches and 

in the community like ours, provides the most 
significant arena through which disciple-
making occurs. 

We are also here because we have committed 
to partner with God and each other as a com-
munity of faith on this journey of sharing our 
faith and growing in grace and in love by action.  
What action, you ask? The action of offering our 
prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness.

The vision statement of our church is, "Come Worship, Stay Learn, Go Serve". We even have it on 
our “Ask Me Why I Love My Church” shirts.1 In our last issue of Faith, we took a look at the One 
Mile Mission snapshot, and I presented four questions for reflection regarding what we should ask 
ourselves as a church in fulfilling the mission, and the vision of the church.  

Here are some of my thoughts. Even though there are answers incorporated in the questions 
below (some are portions from the Book of Discipline of the UMC), think about and feel free to 
share your feedback with me at rjohnson@arlingtonmethodist.org, as it relates to your individual 
role and the church’s role in the mission and vision of our local church and the church universal. 

Personal
By: Rev. Rezolia Johnson Roberson,

Associate Pastor of Evangelism

WHAT ARE 
WE WILLING TO 
SACRIFICE?

ARE WE ALL 
ON THIS MISSION 
TOGETHER? 

WHY ARE WE 
HERE IN THE
FIRST PLACE?

WHAT DOES 
OUR COMMUNITY 
NEED MOST?1 3 42
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PRAYERS
Prayer is a Christian discipline reflecting our 

dependence upon God for grace and guidance. 
Prayer places us in communion with God and 
acknowledges our need for God’s help. Prayers 
for our church, the needs of a hurting world, 
and prayers for ourselves bring us closer to God 
and closer to one another.

PRESENCE 
Attending and participating actively in wor-

ship, Sunday School classes, and small groups 
is our response to God’s love for us. Our pres-
ence is a testimony to the faith we bring to bear 
through loving action at home, at work, at 
school, in the community, and around the world.  
"Personal holiness" leads to "social holiness."

GIFTS 
Gifts are the joyful acknowledgement of the 

many blessings God has given us. We believe in 
the biblical tithe (10%) as a standard for giving 
back to God what always is God's. Tithes and 
offerings allow us to express our thanks to God, 
and to reach ever more people through ministry 
and mission. Methodism’s founder John Wesley 
said it best: "Make all you can. Save all you can. 
Give all you can."

SERVICE 
Our service follows the example of Christ, 

"who came not to be served, but to serve" (Mat-
thew 20:28). We are all "created in Christ Jesus 
for good works" (Ephesians 2:10), and our loving 
response is to share with one another our tal-
ents and abilities – indeed our very selves. It is 
a given that a disciple of Christ and a member 
of our church will be active in service to others 
both inside the church and out in the world.

WITNESS 
Sharing your experience, your story of faith 

with others, and inviting them to worship and 
other activities exposes them to the new life of 
grace and healing found in Jesus Christ.  Your 
willingness to share your story just might make 
all the difference in someone’s life. 

2. WHAT DOES OUR COMMUNITY AND WORLD 
NEED MOST THAT WE ARE UNIQUELY ABLE TO 
PROVIDE? HOW ARE WE PROVIDING IT?

It is no secret that we live in a broken world, 
and our community and the world needs the hope, 
healing, peace, and joy that comes from being in 
a relationship with Jesus Christ. As individuals 
and as a body of believers, we are uniquely able 
to provide and share the love, grace and Good 
News of Jesus Christ. All baptized Christians, 
clergy and laity, are called to ministry. We are 
called to live out our "yes" to God in a place where 
our gifts and the world’s deepest needs intersect. 
Just as we are each unique and beautiful cre-
ations, we are each uniquely gifted with power 
from the Holy Spirit to live joyous lives of growing, 
learning, and service. In our relationships with 
God, others and ourselves, we have the continual 
opportunity to share our gifts and graces.

The visible church of Christ as a faithful com-
munity of persons affirms the worth of all 
humanity and the value of interrelationship in 
all of God's creation. We offer worship, fellow-
ship, and the upbuilding of our community of 
faith and our neighbors. We advocate and work 
for the unity of all. We call all persons into dis-
cipleship under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

As servants of Christ we are sent into the 
world to engage in the struggle for justice and 
reconciliation. We seek to reveal the love of God 
for men, women, and children of all ethnic, 
racial, cultural, and national backgrounds and 
to demonstrate the healing power of the gospel 
with those who suffer.

As you look through this magazine, read the 
worship guide, go to Sunday school, and par-
ticipate in small groups, you can see and hear 
about many opportunities to provide for our 
community and the world.  

 3. WHAT ARE WE WILLING TO SACRIFICE?
In covenant with God and with each other: 

We affirm our unity in Christ, and take faithful 
steps to live more fully into what it means 
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to be a worldwide church in mission for the 
transformation of the world.

We commit ourselves to crossing boundaries 
of language, culture, and social or economic 
status. We commit ourselves to be in ministry 
with all people, as we, in faithfulness to the 
gospel, seek to grow in mutual love and trust.

We participate in God's mission as partners 
in ministry, recognizing that our God-given gifts, 
experiences, and resources are of equal value, 
whether spiritual, financial, or missional.

We commit ourselves to full equity and 
accountability in our relationships, structures, 
and responsibilities.

We enter afresh into a relationship of mutual-
ity, creating a new sense of community and 
joyously living out our worldwide connection in 
mission for the transformation of the world.

4. ARE WE ALL ON THIS MISSION TOGETHER? 
HOW CAN WE GET INVOLVED?

We are many members, yet one body. We all 
have different gifts and graces to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Let’s all do our part and get involved!

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
• Volunteer with the Evangelism/Connections 
   Committee by contacting Rev. Rezolia Roberson
• Be responsive to the social needs 
  of the community
• Start a Bible Study in your neighborhood
• Volunteer with Big Hope by contacting 
  Jill Regina, Director of Big Hope
• Join and support upcoming mission projects 
  by contacting Michelle Clark, Mission and 
  Outreach Coordinator
• Donate books or volunteer your time for the
  Book Carnival
• Create an after school program for children at 
  a local school
• Host a special meal for church neighbors 
• Start a small group meeting in your home
• Volunteer at Arlington Memorial Hospital
• Teach an ESL class at Arlington Reads
• Work at Arlington Life Shelter or Safe Haven 
• Volunteer with our Boy Scouts troop
• Do home repair for shut-ins or persons with 
  a handicapping condition
• Bring a neighbor to church and take them 
  to lunch
• Create an environment of supportive and 
  meaningful relationships
• Intentionally build meaningful relationships 
  with those in our community

1We still have some available for you to purchase in the church office.
2“Teacher, what is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  37 He replied, “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your being, and with all your mind. 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: You must 
love your neighbor as you love yourself. [b] 40 All the Law and the Prophets depend on these two commands.”
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Every semester, members of our church send 
out care packages to our college students as 
they study and cram for finals.  

Members of the congregation fill the boxes with 
treats, toys, gift cards, and notes, but (most 
importantly) they receive love, support, and an 
assurance that their church family cares for 
them and is praying for them. 

We want to make sure every college student 
is included in this ministry. Whether they are 
local or out of town, we want them to know we 
care. We are starting fresh with a new college 
list this year, so make sure your college student 
gets put on the list! 

Please get this information in to Brittany 
Wright as soon as possible, and no later than 
October 15 so that your college student can be 
included in the mailing for fall finals.

Here is the information we 
need for each college student:
Name:

College:

Address at school:

Food allergies:

List of five likes:
i.e. coffee or tea, candy, snack food, 
cookies, or anything that might make 
a package more personal for them. 
This information will really help the 
person filling the box.

Any Dislikes:

Brittany moved to Arlington from 
Longview, Texas in 4th grade and 
graduated from Lamar High School. 
She received a bachelor's degree in 
December 2014 from the University 
of Texas at Arlington in Interdisci-
plinary Studies with components 
in Microbiology, Psychology, and 
Cultural Studies. She has been 
working with youth since she 
graduated from Lamar in 2010. 

Brittany began working at FUMCA 
as the youth intern in April 2014 
and is extremely happy to be stay-
ing on as the Assistant Director of 
Youth Ministries. When she is not 
playing games in the Underground 
or planning events for the youth, 
she enjoys reading, binge watching 
Netflix, wrestling with her 3 cats, 
and spending time with her hus-
band, Eric Wright. 

By: Brittany Wright,
Assistant Director of Youth Ministries

(RE)I N T R O D U C I N G . . .
BRITTANY WRIGHT | ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES
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ot a day goes by that we do not hear of a 
natural disaster that has taken lives and 
destroyed communities both locally and 

around the world. Many families lose food and 
water sources due to floods, tornados, tsuna-
mis, and most recently, a volcanic eruption in 
Nepal. In addition, there are many more people 
who live in countries where food is not readily 
available, or the elements keep them from 
growing their own. What results are millions 
of people who are starving and unable to nour-
ish their bodies.

If you are like me, you wonder, "what can I 
do to help these individuals in addition to 
making a donation to a charity?" While we live 
in a culture that wants someone else to do the 
work, the church is called to be counter-cultural 
and to be the hope. We should move our bodies 
and use our hands to help others because that 
is what God tells us to do: live and show our 
faith to our community. Do you agree? 

If so, the Mission Team is providing our con-
gregation the occasion to stand side by side with 

other members and feed the hungry around the 
world through a Numana event. What does that 
mean? It is a two-hour opportunity for you to 
assist with assembling life-sustaining freeze-
dried meals which consist of rice, soy protein, 
freeze-dried pinto beans and a blend of vitamins 
and minerals targeted to help the immune 
system of malnourished people around the 
globe. The ingredients are measured into bags, 
weighed, sealed, boxed, and prepared for ship-
ment at the event. The cost of the meal is $30 
and includes packaging and shipping.

The event can utilize children eight and older 
who are supervised by a parent or guardian all 
the way to the most seasoned members of our 
church. Chairs or a stool can be provided for 
those who have difficulty standing. If you have 
a friend you want to bring, please feel free to 
share this with them too!

It’s easy to sign up following the instructions 
on the opposite page. We look forward to seeing 
you on Sunday, October 18 when for two hours 
we are changing the world for Christ.

What will you do to stop this crisis? Be a part of the solution! numanainc.com

By: Michelle Clark,
Mission & Outreach Coordinator

ONE DAY
10,000 MEALS

MAKINGMEALS
CHANGINGLIVES
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Hunger is more than missing a meal. It’s a debilitating crisis that has almost one 
BILLION people in its grip. 25,000 people die each day from hunger or hunger-
related diseases. Of those that die, it is a CHILD that dies every ten seconds. Hunger 
kills more people each year than AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis combined.

very year, the choir presents music with 
the orchestra in December as our musical 
celebration of Christmas. Some of the most 

beloved and heart-warming songs come from 
the Christmas season. This year, on Sunday, 
December 6, the Chancel Choir and Orchestra 
will be presenting Part One of Handel’s Messiah 
during all three Sanctuary services. 

If you’ve ever thought about singing in the 
choir, the preparation for Christmas is always 
a great time to give it a shot. This year, we begin 
with our Christmas Choir Invitational Rehearsal 
on Saturday, September 19 at 10:00 am in the 
Choir Room. We will rehearse from 10:00 
am–12:00 pm followed by a catered lunch after-
wards (which is free to new choir members, 
college students, and youth!). It truly is an 

incredible opportunity to get to sing such 
remarkable, iconic music with great people.

One thing that I have noticed about this church 
is that we have a wonderful singing congregation. 
Many of you enjoy singing in worship and I can 
hear it and see it in your faces every Sunday. 
The choir invites you to come up to the loft and 
bring your joy of music and singing with you. 
You don’t have to be a professional to enjoy wor-
ship through music. I can tell you that there is 
nothing like standing in the midst of a choir 
surrounded by the friends you have made. The 
bond of music and worship is strong. If you feel 
like you are being called to choir, I hope you will 
make plans to join us for our Christmas Choir 
Invitational on September 19. Please contact 
Sean Hale if you have any questions.

By: Sean Hale,
Director of Music & Worship

1. To register, go to www.numanainc.com/events. 
2. Scroll down to FUMC Arlington.
3. Click register and fill out the form.
You will receive an email close to the event with a reminder 
and any specific information you need to know.
Wear comfortable shoes and clothing. Training will be provided.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18
3–5 PM in the Great Hall

Photos from the Kids Against Hunger 
event at FUMCA in October 2013.

a Call to choir
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Our church continues to be blessed by so 
many talented and generous people and we 
sometimes fail to express our gratitude. 
Someone has a vision, someone is called to 
share their talents, someone is inspired to 
give. Recently, such a scenario played out 
right before our eyes.  

The wrought iron grilles that line the Colum-
barium were a beautiful addition to the covered 
walkway, but the 12 inch circular component 
called for more. Bill Workman, and his eye for 
beauty, envisioned stained glass panels in each 
of those 12 inch circles. Members of the Art 
Review Panel agreed to design the panels with 
the common theme of “Christian Symbols”. 
These designs were collected in a portfolio note-
book” kept in my office. As individuals came 
forward wishing to sponsor a stained glass piece, 
they were able to select a design which would 
then be executed into a stained glass panel.

The artists on our Art Review Panel who cre-
ated the designs were Coral Delaplaine, Sharon 
Elrod, Sandra Grimland, Carol Harston, Cindy 
Norris, and Bill Workman. Kirby Warren pro-
vided a drawing of the United Methodist Cross 
and Flame which was adapted for panel fabrica-
tion. Skillful fabrication of the panels was 
provided by Lou Cullum of Cullum Design, a 
stained glass studio in Burleson, Texas. Lou 
worked closely with each artist in adapting their 
design into a finished panel. Susan, Lou’s wife, 
was often consulted as glass color options were 
being considered. Johnny and Paula Davis of 
Country Glass, a specialty glass shop in 

Alvarado, provided expert installation. The 
response from members of our congregation 
sponsoring the panels was remarkable.

  
At the time of our Stained Glass Dedication 

Luncheon on June 14, 2014, all thirty-three of 
the panels were sponsored and all but two 
panels were installed or ready to be installed. 
The stained glass panels were sponsored as 
memorials and honorariums, and to add inter-
est and beauty to our Columbarium. With the 
addition of sunlight—the essence of the art—the 
panels are a colorful and vibrant enhancement 
to our Columbarium that will be enjoyed by our 
congregation and others for years to come. 
Please go see for yourself. The brass plaques 
indicate the name of the piece, the artist, and 
the sponsor.

One thing we have learned as our members 
become familiar with these beautiful, meaningful 
expressions of faith, is that each piece speaks to 
the heart of the beholder. Everyone will have their 
favorite piece and there will be a story behind 
that endearment. Some of those stories have 
been stored away in memory since our childhood.  

Also, new to the walkway is our Memorial 
Wall. This area will provide members the oppor-
tunity to honor loved ones who have been placed 
in other locations. The wall will feature engraved 
brass plaques placed on the bricks. As we con-
tinue to develop the Columbarium, there will 
be additional art work and benches. If you are 
interested in sponsoring an art project, please 
contact Ellen Bauman.

Columbarium
STAINED GLASS DEDICATION & LUNCHEON

By: Ellen Bauman,
Columbarium Coordinator

ColumbariumThe
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Clockwise from top left: Some of the beautiful stained glass art created for the Columbarium; the stained glass artists; attendees of the lun-
cheon; Dr. Mosser reading the dedication; Cross & Flame stained glass; and sponsors of the stained glass. Photos courtesy of Keith Harris
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MAY—AUGUST

CHRIS & LOREN BRIDGEMARY BODENHAMERJOHN & COLLEEN BEWLEY 
WITH REID & ADALYN

JESSICA ANACKER

CONNIE BRUNER

LESLIE JOHNSTON

RICHARD & TRACY 
CARNES

LINTON & BRIDGET 
DAVIS

BARBARA & VERNELL 
CARTER

GLENDA MCCALL

CHRISTOPHER & 
VALERIE LANDRY

JUDY & DARYL SEIDLER JOHN & MARY ORVIS STACEY STUART

LEIGH & CLINT MARTIN 
WITH LUCY

ABBEY GRAVES & 
CHRISTINA TERRY



arlingtonmethodist.org Faith •  19

MOPS MEETING
SEPTEMBER 4 | 9–11:30 AM | BANQUET ROOM
MOPS group is a meeting for Mothers of Pre-
schoolers. We will get together the 1st & 3rd Fri-
day of the month. There will be speakers, crafts, 
inspirational videos, and much more! This is 
a great way to meet and fellowship with other 
mom's in our area. There will be childcare for 

children 5 and under from 8:45 am-12:00 pm.

CHRISTMAS CHOIR INVITATIONAL
SEPTEMBER 19 | 10 AM–1:30 PM | CHOIR ROOM
The Chancel Choir will begin rehearsing for 
their presentation of Handel's Messiah and in-
vites new members to join! Rehearsal 10-12 in 
the choir room and lunch served in the banquet 
room at 12. Lunch is free for new members, col-
lege students, and youth. 

SERVICE OF SONG 
OCTOBER 4 | 4–5 PM | SANCTUARY
A worship service featuring most of our musi-
cal ensembles as well as soloists and organ-
ists. The service is entirely musical without 
any spoken word. 

SOCIAL SECURITY 101 
OCTOBER 18 | 9:30 AM | BANQUET ROOM
Information on how Social Security works, com-

mon myths & mistakes and strategies to maxi-
mize your benefit. Offered by Educate DFW. 
Contact Sharla Martin for more information.

AWAY WE GO!
OCTOBER 23 | 10 AM–2 PM
A day trip to the Ft. Worth Botanical Garden.

CENTER313 CONCERT
OCTOBER 24 | 7 PM | ARLINGTON MUSIC HALL
The proceeds from the upcoming concert will go 
to further their ministry and provide the funds 
for their second album. The concert promises 
to be a worship-filled night and a great oppor-
tunity for a fun night for our church family, 
and our community. Tickets are $10 and can 
be purchased from a band member or through 
their website, center313.com.

TRUNK OR TREAT
OCTOBER 25 |3 PM | GENE PATRICK PLAZA
Join us as we host Trunk or Treat for the chil-
dren of our church and community. There will 
be candy, food, and activities.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
STARTING NOVEMBER 5 |6–7:30 PM | PARLOR
A support group for those who have suffer loss. 
Led by Francine Copeland. 

MIKE & NANCY 
WEATHERLEY

BAPTISM: 
THADDEUS PHILLIPS

BAPTISM: 
LUNA BUTLER

FALL EVENTS

Welcome to 

FUMCA!
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Glad and Generous

STEWARDSHIP SERMON SERIES
BEGINNING OCTOBER 18
FIND OUT MORE AT 
ARLINGTONMETHODIST.ORG/GIVE


