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have noticed a recent trend in some 
large churches, both United Methodist 
and other sorts of Christian churches, 
for an entire church to study a specific 
book together. Not only does a church 
study the book, but it also focuses the 

church’s worship and Christian education 
energy. Our church staff has selected such a 
book for our church to study together: Unbinding 
Your Heart by Martha Grace Reese with a fine 
afterword by none other than Brian McLaren, 
a prominent pastor, speaker, and activist.

I have been surprised by how many people 
have had their hearts warmed and imagina-
tions stoked by this notion of studying together 
as a church. We believe we have trained ample 
leaders to guide all of our Sunday school classes 
and small groups through this study.

Our kickoff for this series will be on Sunday, 
September 7. We will have activities not only 
for the heart and soul, but some that will be 
just plain fun. It takes some coordination in a 
church of 5,000, but we want to make sure 
everyone stays on the same page during our 
six-week study.

We trust that the power of the Holy Spirit will 
be unbridled in our church as we read the same 
daily Scripture lessons, pray the same prayers, 
and discuss the same ideas pertaining to a life 

By: Rev. David N. Mosser 
Senior Pastor
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of faith. One of the magazines that Rev. Brian 
A. Young and I respect wrote this about Martha 
Reese’s book: “… the ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ evan-
gelism program will not reverse the trend [in 
our culture]. Humor, whimsy, and joy in the 
faith will serve us better. Reese’s book is written 
to provoke, to tease, and to charm us back into 
telling our story” (The Christian Century). 

As your pastor, I ask each person in our 
church to make a pledge to attend worship and 
a small group study/Sunday school class all 
six weeks (September and the first two weeks 
of October). I ask you to commit yourself to 
reading the text and daily scriptures, and offer-
ing yourself to prayer activities. You may be 
amazed what methodical discipline can do for 
your Methodist character.

Some have asked, “Do I have to do this? Maybe 
some people won’t want to do it.” I quote our 
bishop at this point, who wrote in an article called 
“A Coalition of the Willing” (March 27, 2012):

The more I live into the office of bishop the 
more convinced I am of the claim to work 
with those who are willing. We are building 
a coalition (or should I say coalitions) of the 
willing. Allow me to explain.

Recently a District Superintendent [DS] 
reported to me a comment from two pastors 
in a PLD group. (PLD groups are Pastors 
Leadership Development groups that are 
connected to our conference-wide Healthy 
Church Initiative … ). Complaining, the two 
pastors individually asked their DS, “Do I 
have to participate in the PLD group.” Loud 
and clear, the answer is NO! Pastors (and lay 
leaders) choose how they will engage in mis-
sional learning and growth. All of us are 
ultimately accountable to God and, in the 
covenant of the United Methodist connection, 
penultimately accountable for the choices we 
make to each other.

Our focus as a Conference is to energize 
and equip local churches to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world. Different people and churches will 
engage (spiritually, missionally, and numer-
ically) in different ways. The Bible’s got it 
right, “the fields are white unto harvest.” I 
want to work with the willing.

On a related subject, an exciting new 
resource just crossed my desk. Debi Nixon, 
Adam Hamilton, and the team from Resur-
rection UMC in Kansas City have introduced 
a great new resource in witness and evange-
lism entitled Catch: A Church-wide Program 
for Invitational Evangelism. As I have said 
over and over again, we will not turn this 
great church around from its decadal decline 
without embracing again evangelism and 
witness. The two (evangelism and witness) 
must be intimately connected to sacrificial 
service for the hurting, homeless, and hungry 
(again—spiritually, physically, or emotion-
ally … or for that matter, all three!). “The 
entire program is built on being outward 
focused and finding ways to attract visitors, 
connect them in meaningful ways with your 
faith community, and help them learn how 
to know, love and serve God.”

Do you have to use it? Absolutely NOT! 
But … for God’s sake and for the sake of 
hurting and hungry people do use something 
that is faithful and fruitful! Don’t sit on the 
sidelines; join a coalition of the willing.

Because you care about the church, your life 
before God, and the wellbeing of other people I 
encourage you to become part of the “coalition 
of the willing.” We will not hold any other studies 
during the six weeks of our church-wide study. 
I am even altering the format of our weekly Lec-
tionary Bible study to focus on this opportunity 
in the life of our church. 

As Laban said to Jacob so long ago, so now I 
ask you: “Come now, let us make a covenant, 
you and I; and let it be a witness between you 
and me” (Genesis 31:44).



By: Rezolia Johnson 
Director of Evangelism Ministries
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was with a group of people a couple of 
weeks ago, and an interesting conversa-
tion took place.

Q: What is it that you do at First United Meth-
odist Church of Arlington?

A: I share the good news of God’s love and grace. 
Q: Okay. What’s your title?
A: I’m the director of evangelism ministries.
Q: (A long pause and puzzled look.) So, what is 

it that you do?

I find the different responses to what I do at 
FUMC of Arlington quite interesting. Some people 
hear the word evangelism and quickly lose inter-
est, politely dismissing themselves. Some look 
at me with pity, like I’ve been given an impos-
sible task. Others with curiosity, wondering 
exactly what that means, and some bubble over 
with joy that we even have such a thing. 

In reality, as believers of Jesus Christ, we are 
all called to be evangelists. In Matthew 28: 
16–20, which encompasses what we call The 
Great Commission of Christianity, is the instruc-
tion of the resurrected Jesus Christ to the 
disciples to spread his teachings to all the 
nations of the world. As the hands and feet of 
Christ today, we are also disciples. The mission 
of the United Methodist Church is “to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.” We do this by proclaiming the good 
news of God’s grace and exemplifying Jesus’ 
command to love God and neighbor. Incorporat-
ing all of this requires us to live out our faith in 
all areas of our lives, not just at church. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF WHEN YOU HEAR 
THE WORD “EVANGELISM”?

I frequently find myself answering this question, 
while trying to help others realize what evan-
gelism is, and that it can take many different 
forms. We are all unique, with different gifts.  
So, evangelism looks different for each of us. 

For too long, negative images of evangelism 
have flooded our society and frightened people  
away from even using the “E” word. Method-
ologies based on special blessings, judgment, 
and overt threats of hell, mixed with a little 
pressure, guilt, and shame, are just a few of 
these negative images. This doesn’t quite match 
up with proclaiming God’s grace and exempli-
fying the command to love. 

When I hear the word “evangelism,” I think 
of forming relationships with people and giving 
them a glimpse of God’s grace and love. I think 
of sharing the good news of Jesus Christ, 
spending time in prayer and growing in a per-
sonal relationship with Jesus. I think of loving 
my neighbor in tangible ways; doing something 
for others that gives them a glimpse of the peace 
and happiness I have found. 

When I think of evangelism, I think of our 
church and how it comes together to teach and 
affirm that we all fit into God’s larger story. 
We all have a story to share, because we have 
all experienced God’s love and grace. So, let’s 
talk about it! 

SHARING YOUR STORY

As we study Unbinding Your Heart, and pray 
together as a church, let’s unbind, unwind, and 
share these stories of God’s love and grace with 
others. What’s your story? What are the stories 
of the church? Reflect on moments in your life 
where you have experienced or offered others 
love and grace. Reflect on moments in the life 
of our church where we offered this to others. 

There are a lot of stories to hear and to tell. 
I look forward to hearing them and experienc-
ing the Holy Spirit in our lives, individually and 
as a church. I pray that this move continues in 
our community and in the world because we 
are all instruments of God’s grace, called to 
share that same love and grace with others. 
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taff and congregation leaders have 
been preparing for Unbinding Your 
Heart, a church-wide study, since 
before Lent. We read Unbinding the 
Gospel, met weekly for discussion, 
and prayed together. 

Now we are ready to put our preparations into 
action. During the first week of September, we 
will begin small group studies to prepare us for 
Sunday morning worship. Weekday small groups, 
Sunday school classes and Sunday small group 
participants will read chapters from Martha 
Grace Reese’s book Unbinding Your Heart. During 
this six-week study, we will discuss the book, 
daily scriptures, and our prayer journey.

The goal of this study is to unbind our hearts 
so the Holy Spirit can speak and act in us, both 
as individuals and as a church. As we are 
strengthened, we will share with the world our 
excitement at the wonderful things the Holy 
Spirit is doing among us. In doing so, we will 
be encouraging others to join us as we grow in 
our faith and understanding of God, Jesus 
Christ, and the Holy Spirit.

WHY IS SMALL GROUP PARTICIPATION  
SO IMPORTANT?

As we share and discuss in the safe environ-
ment of a small group, our faith becomes 
stronger. Our fellow small group participants 

By: Rev. Kay Lancaster 
Associate Pastor
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also help hold us accountable as we progress 
through the study. 

We are asking each member of our congrega-
tion to commit to attending all six weeks of the 
study as well as attend weekly worship services.

WHY IS WORSHIP IMPORTANT?

During worship, we practice and grow in our 
faith when we 

• Pray as a faith community 
• Learn more about the Word of God, read 

scriptures and hear the sermon 

• Give thanks to God with our offerings 
• Praise God through musical expression
As we grow in faith, we grow in our relation-

ship with God. The natural response to this is 
to not only love God, but love our neighbors by 
sharing our faith and being the hands and feet 
of God as we serve the needs of our community.

Start today by praying for our church and 
this study. Pray about which small group and 
worship service you plan to attend. Keep your 
calendar free for these six weeks so you can 
fully participate in this church-wide event.

UNBINDING YOUR HEART
BOOK DISCUSSIONS

ADULTS
SEPTEMBER 2–OCTOBER 7
Tuesdays | 6–7 pm
Led by: Rev. David N Mosser

SEPTEMBER 3–OCTOBER 8
Wednesdays | 10–11 am or 6:30–7:30 pm
Led by: Rev. Kay Lancaster

SEPTEMBER 4–OCTOBER 9
Thursdays | 6–7 pm 
Led by: Bob & Emily Fairbanks

SEPTEMBER 7–OCTOBER 12 
Sundays | 8:15, 9:30 and 11 am 
Sunday school classes

SEPTEMBER 7–OCTOBER 12 
Sundays | 9:30–10:30 am | DLC 
Led by: Steve Plamondon

SEPTEMBER 7–OCTOBER 12 
Sundays | 5–6 pm | DLC 
Led by: Bob Reams

SEPTEMBER 7–OCTOBER 12 
Sundays | 12:30 pm 
Q&A with Rev. David N. Mosser 

CHILDREN
SEPTEMBER 7–OCTOBER 12  
Sundays | 9:30 am 
Groups for children PreK–5th grade 

Sundays | 10:45 am–12:15 pm | K–6th grade 
Unbinding Your Heart/Way of the Child

Sundays | 5–7:30 pm | K–6th grade 
Unbinding Your Heart/Way of the Child

YOUTH
SEPTEMBER 7–OCTOBER 12 
Sundays | 5:30–7:30 pm 
Youth will participate during small groups

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL THE CHURCH AT 817-274-2571 

OR VISIT ARLINGTONMETHODIST.ORG/STUDIES.
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Common wisdom is that we change our beliefs, 
then our actions follow. Reality is often differ-
ent. Most of us act our way into a new way of 
thinking and believing. If we push hard on this 
distinction, the truth emerges that it is a both/

and not an either/or. Do you recall the old ques-
tion, “Which came first the chicken or the egg?” 
Or the more modern version, “Is it nurture or 
nature, environment or genes?” Both are impor-
tant. Neither can be separated.

So it is with intentional faith development. 
What we believe is crucial and critical; yet, 
belief alone is not the whole story to faith devel-
opment. The key adjective “intentional” involves 
critical behavioral change. As important as 
belief is, as critical as truly orthodox theology 
is, we learn by acting ourselves into a new way 
of living out our faith.

I invite the reader to look with me at three 
critical behavior changes that are central to 
intentional faith development: Devotional and 
quiet time with an emphasis on scripture read-
ing; Hands-on missional engagement especially 
with the poor; and Faith sharing with those who 
are non- or nominal Christians. (I readily admit 
this list is not exhaustive but let’s start here.)

DEVOTIONAL AND QUIET TIME  
WITH THE WORD OF GOD

I have written on other occasions about my 
conviction that we live life at an unsustainable 

CRITICAL 
BEHAVIORAL 
CHANGE By: Bishop J. Michael Lowry 

Episcopal Leader of the Central Texas Conference  
of the United Methodist Church
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(and unhealthy!) pace. Quiet time with the 
Lord and with Holy Scripture in silence, prayer, 
reading and reflection is essential! It is non-
negotiable if we wish to grow in intentional 
faith development.

Perceptively Leonard Sweet writes, “One of 
my heroes is E. Stanley Jones. He is widely read 
and celebrated for being a Methodist missionary 
theologian. But I admire him for another reason: 
he was a great artist of stillness. Every day, 
seven days a week, Jones devoted the first hour 
to leaning on his ‘listening post.’ He stood, sat, 
or walked in silence and listened to the voice 
of God: ‘The Lord is in his holy temple; let all 
the earth keep silence before him!’ E. Stanley 
Jones mastered the art of stillness, and inspired 
me to sign-off letters and sign books with this 
triple wordplay: ‘Still in One Peace’” (Leonard 
Sweet,The Greatest Story Never Told, pg. 42).

A few years ago, the Willow Creek Association 
participated in an in-depth study of spiritual 
formation, growth and maturity. It involved over 
80,000 people and some 200 churches (includ-
ing a few from the Central Texas Conference of 
The United Methodist Church) all across the 
denominational and theological spectrum. 
There was a deep correlation with devotional 
practice and regular scripture reading/study.

HANDS-ON MISSIONAL ENGAGEMENT, 
ESPECIALLY WITH THE POOR

Intentional faith development fails when it is 
only a couple of content-based classes on prayer 
and Bible study. Yoked with quiet time is the 
crucial need to be personally engaged in hands 
on ministry. Missional engagement with the 
poor by itself is not enough, but when linked 
with devotional quiet time and biblical reflec-
tion, walking with Christ takes on a whole new 
(greater!) dimension.

Just before she graduated from college, our 
daughter took a one-night course her college 
offered on professional deportment. The class 
was designed around teaching skills of public 

etiquette for a business lunch or dinner, proper 
professional dress, etc. I remember she came 
home and instructed us that you are never to 
pass the salt and pepper shakers separately. 
The instructor coached the students “the salt 
and pepper are married. They go together!” So 
it is with intentional faith development. Devo-
tion, prayer, quiet time and scripture are 
married to hands on missional engagement 
especially with the poor!

The third critical behavioral change is per-
haps the most neglected and forgotten part of 
intentional faith development.

FAITH SHARING WITH THOSE  
WHO ARE NON- OR NOMINAL CHRISTIANS

There is something amazing that happens in 
the interchange between faith sharing (includ-
ing witnessing) with others, especially those 
who are non- or nominal Christians. The shar-
ers own faith is strengthened and grows in 
grace-filled maturity. Many who participate on 
a mission trip report that they got much more 
out of the mission work than did those they 
were helping. So it is with witnessing and faith 
sharing. In the amazing spiritual economy of 
God, faith sharing (witnessing) becomes a 
critical behavioral change whereby the sharer 
grows in the love of Christ and the love of others.

I cannot help but recall D.T. Niles famous 
definition of evangelism. “Evangelism is witness. 
It is one beggar telling another beggar where 
to get food. The Christian does not offer out of 
his bounty. He has no bounty. He is simply a 
guest at his Master’s table and, as evangelist, 
he calls others too. The evangelistic relation is 
to be “alongside of” not “over-against.” The 
Christian stands alongside the non-Christian 
and points to the Gospel, the holy action of God. 
It is not his knowledge of God that he shares, 
it is to God Himself that he points” (Daniel T. 
Niles, That They May Have Life, p. 96).

Reprinted with permission from 
BishopMikeLowry.com
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By: Nina Smith 
Communications Intern
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I n preparation for the upcoming church-
wide event, Unbinding Your Heart, I 
looked at church from an evangelistic 
viewpoint. Because we live in a world 

filled with vast diversity, I felt the perspective 
of someone who did not grow up in the church 
would be an intriguing way to write this article. 
I chose to write this article as a fictional, first-
person account, using my own experiences and 
those of people I know, as well as articles and 
my own intuition. I believe the words this char-
acter speaks are true for many, and could teach 
us all a very important lesson.

I don’t know how to describe what I am, and I 
don’t believe the world does either. I’m not con-
nected to a church, and a main reason why I’m 
not had nothing to do with me. My family used 
to attend church. Sure, it wasn’t on a strict, 
weekly basis, but I believe we were a part of a 
church community. Then my family moved. 
Moving was chaotic, and finding a church ulti-
mately became a lost priority. So, I grew up 
without a church. 

Growing up, I never denounced church, or 
God, or having faith, but I never praised these 
ideals either. So, when asked about my relation-
ship with that part of the human experience, I 
don’t know how to say what I am. It’s as if 
someone were to ask me what it’s like to not be 
something. I have always just been who and 
what I am, my life building off decisions that 
were often not my own.

All this being said, I sound like I want to place 
the blame for my stance on spirituality and 
religion anywhere but at my own feet. The thing 
is, I don’t feel that words like “blame” should 
be anywhere in this situation; blame isn’t a part 
of this. I feel like because I didn’t grow up in 
“fellowship” or attend Bible studies, the church 
as a whole doesn’t know what to do with me. I 
never said God wasn’t real. I never said I had a 

problem with the church. I just don’t have much 
of an opinion on it at all. It’s like an 8-year-old 
not having an opinion on politics, except no one 
blames the 8-year-old for her apathy. 

Though this topic doesn’t keep me up at night, 
it definitely troubles the church. I’m well aware 
of the church’s effort to the bridge the gap 
between themselves and “unchurched” Millen-
nials like me. But the kind of synonyms that 
come up on a simple search of the term 
“unchurched” are words like “nonbeliever,” 
“heathen,” “exclude,” and “expel.” While 
unchurched, technically not even a word in the 
English language, has arguably ambivalent 
connotations, these other words are notably 
negative. These aren’t words any person would 
voluntarily identify with. 

So what kind of reaching out would compel 
me to reach back and connect with the church? 
This is what many might categorize as a loaded 
question, but I believe I have a rather effective 
answer. If the attempts at evangelism pointed 
my direction seemed less like a business 
approach to grow membership and were instead 
able to be felt more through genuine actions, I 
might reach back. And one more thing; if I didn’t 
feel like the church believed there was such a 
large gap between where they are and where I 
am, I might want to reach back even more. I 
never felt like I was very far from the church, 
until the church starting telling me I was. The 
thing is, my morals align with those of the 
church. I believe forgiveness is key. I strive to 
live an altruistic life. I hurt when I think about 
people who deal with unimaginable hunger, 
poverty, and violence. I believe people like myself 
should be willing to help in the name of doing 
good. I don’t think I can judge others because 
I am a human and have made mistakes. I love. 
And, I never denounced the existence of God. 

So, what’s there to create a gap between me 
and the church? 



MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE
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By: Sharla Martin 
Parish Visitor for Pastoral Care
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o many, prayer seems mys-
terious and intimidating. 
They think that in order to 
pray they must use special 
language or hold a certain 
position in the church. In 
reality, prayer is simply 
another form of communi-

cation. It’s amazing to think the creator of the 
universe is interested in communicating with 
us! And yet, Scripture is full of instances where 
God speaks and people respond. There are no 
magic words—just honest expression.

In my mind, I see prayer much like the open-
ing scene from the musical Fiddler on the Roof. 
The main character, Tevye, is coming home from 
a hard day of work and pouring out his heart to 
God. He expresses his hopes, dreams and frus-
trations while acknowledging that God is the 
only one who knows the end from the beginning.

When we think of prayer as communicating, 
we begin to see how necessary it is in develop-
ing a deep relationship with God. Think about 
the strongest relationships you have. Do you 
speak often and openly with those people? Do 
you listen to what they have to say and respond? 
Do you verbalize your appreciation for their 
friendship and support?

In Fiddler on the Roof, Tevye has been married 
to his wife, Golde, for 25 years. Now, as their 
children adopt modern ways, he asks her, “Do 
you love me?” Initially, she brushes him off 
assuming he already knows she does, but he 
persists until she says it out loud. 

Should we just assume God is aware of our 
love just because we’ve been Christians all our 
lives? Have we ever thought that it might bring 
God delight to hear us express our love? The 
book of Psalms gives us great examples of 
people who communicate with God without 

reservation. They speak of their joys and sor-
rows and express their praise, gratitude and 
confidence that God is their strength. 

This fall, our church is participating in a 
study together in an effort to “unbind our 
hearts.” We are encouraging one another to 
think deeply about our faith and give expression 
to it. I urge you to make space in your life for 
honest prayer, whether it be in personal times 
of quiet, praying with your family or meeting 
with friends. Ask God to show you the way. 
Remember, you don’t need flowery language. 
Just show up and say “Here I am, lead me.” 
Prayer is a way to open ourselves up to God and 
ask how we might tell our story of faith to some-
one who is waiting to hear.

To many, prayer seems 
mysterious and 
intimidating. They think 
that in order to pray they 
must use special 
language or hold a 
certain position in the 
church. In reality, prayer 
is simply another form 
of communication. 
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In his sermon The Means of Grace, John 
Wesley, founder of the Methodist movement, 
called the sacraments of baptism and Holy 
Communion “outward sign[s] of inward 
grace.” Holy Communion, also known as 
the Eucharist or the Lord’s Supper, is a 
meal of bread and juice or wine, symbol-
izing the body and blood of Christ.

Those who assist clergy in serving Com-
munion are known as Communion stewards, 
and our church has over 60 lay persons who 
serve this way. Most typically help during 
the first Sunday of the month at the 8:15 or 
11 am Sanctuary worship services. However, 
some stewards serve the elements by intinc-
tion, partially dipping the bread in juice, at 
the Wesleyan, Celebration, youth, and La 
Jornada worship services. It should also be 
noted that  the above number does not 
included those Stephen Ministers who serve 
Communion to the homebound. 

Behind the scenes, are the stewards who 
lead. These men and women assure every 
steward position is filled and that the ele-
ments are prepared for each service. 

WORSHIP SERVICE STEWARD LEADERS

8:15 & 11 am Bill Shelton
9:30 am Susan Smith
9:30 am (youth) Ashley Ray
11 am (celebration) Cheryl Spradling
Judy Grelson does the essential job of 

providing clean, pressed linens for all ser-
vices, as she has for the past 14 years. 
Melissa Darrow manages the weekly supply 
of juice and bread. 

YOUTH

Currently, there are four senior high youth 
who serve as stewards at the 8:15 am wor-
ship service. These youth also serve, along 
with other youth, as stewards at the 9:30 am 
youth service. 

HOLY 
COMMUNION 
A STEWARD’S SERVICE

BECOMING A 
STEWARD

If any member 
wishes to join 

the ranks of the 
Communion 

stewards, they 
should contact 

the church 
office to be 

connected with 
the appropriate 
steward leader.

By: Bill Shelton 
Communion Steward Leader

Images (Clockwise)

Cheryl Spradling, Bill 
Shelton, Ashley Ray, 
Susan Smith; Jordan 

Gray, Ashley Ray , 
Olivia Duke, Elizabeth 

Thompson; Jerrilyn 
& Morrow Entrekin, 

Chris Houston, 
Madilyn Stark;  

Judy Grelson.

CONT. ON PAGE 19
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Unbinding Your Heart, a six-week church-wide study of prayer and faith sharing, is perfect for 
both new and existing Sunday school classes and small groups. This study is designed to enrich 
our church community, help individuals share and articulate where they have seen God in their 
lives and increase prayer. It also encourages us to talk about how meaningful and rich our faith, 
individual stories, and experiences with God are.

PURPOSE
• Discover the role of prayer in developing a closer relationship with God
• Teach us how to share our faith while increasing our comfort to share
• Provide opportunities to practice prayer and faith sharing for spiritual growth & development

SMALL GROUP STUDIES
SEPTEMBER 
07
Unbinding Kickoff Event (Gene Patrick Plaza)

Why Do Evangelism? 

14 
Unbinding The Gospel: With prayer

21 
Real Life

28  
What New Members Want

OCTOBER 
05
How’s Your Church Doing?  
Bandwidths, Barriers & Bridges

12 
Smart Sailing:  
Navigating Distractions, Getting Started

26
Invite Friends and Family to Worship 
Trunk or Treat 

ACTIVITIES
• Daily reading, prayer, and journaling activities, with weekly meetings
• Worship services with supporting messages, music and liturgy
• Weekly discussion of Unbinding Your Heart led by small group leaders 

UNBINDING YOUR HEART
PRAYER AND FAITH SHARING



Mary Lou Humphries Nan & John Rhodes

Melanie & Bill Gibson

Larry Von Wald

Jane E. Irwin

Julie & Lanie Gibson Betsy & Liam Gibson

Christyl Shaw

Jessica Stanley, Ashlee 
Davee, Kobi, Ethan & 

Donald Gaskin

Maryellen WalesDavid, Adrian, Toby 
& Tristan Veteikis

Nancye & Steve 
Bethurem

Rachel Brown Tom, Cormac, Carla & 
Francesca Brown

Blair Parsons with Matt 
& Jefferson Bowden

Austin McCown
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NEW MEMBERS
MAY 5–JULY 31



John Wilhite, Jr. Magda & John Wilhite, IIIJames, Valerie, Ryan 
& Jenna Warneke
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Molly Anne with Anna, Ryan 
& Michael Baggett

Liam Gibson Lanie Gibson Grace with Yvonne & 
Gary Medrano

BAPTISMS
MAY 5–JULY 31

Not pictured: Denney Rhodes; 
Matthew, Debra, Sophia, 
and Sonya McKenzie

Ashley Ray, lead steward for the youth service, 
is looking for additional senior high youth to 
serve on the first Sunday of each month at the 
11 am Sanctuary worship service.

There are opportunities for younger children, 
4th grade or older, to serve alongside a regular 
Communion steward. You will regularly see 
these older children serving, teamed with a 
parent or grandparent who is also a steward.

BUSY TIMES

The first Sunday of each month has the great-
est number of Communion services, with nearly 
every service offering Communion. On these 

Sundays, stewards will serve nearly three gal-
lons of juice and 14 loaves of bread. 

However, Christmas Eve is our greatest chal-
lenge, with planning beginning in October. We 
have four Communion services that evening, 
with large crowds that include visitors who may 
not know how Communion is served. On Christ-
mas Eve we use every Communion steward on 
the roster, as well as a few college students home 
on Christmas break. Preparation begins in early 
afternoon, and for many stewards, the Christ-
mas Eve Communion service ends with cleanup 
after midnight. 

HOLY COMMUNION
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16
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