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s children become more and more 
involved in activities, parents find family 
time more difficult to schedule. As a 

result, the faith development of our young 
families—children as well as parents—suffers. 
As one or two Sundays are missed, it becomes 
easier to skip worship in favor of other family 
activities on Sunday morning. This results in 
the decline of our children’s faith foundation. 
We know from studying Scripture that hard 
times in life are guaranteed. However, we also 
know that God is there to help us survive these 
difficult times. We must give our children the 
opportunity to build a faith foundation in order 
to handle such times. As a community of faith, 
we promise at each child’s baptism to help them 
grow in faith. How can we nurture and grow a 
foundation of faith in our children?

While it is important for children to study with 
their age group in developmentally-appropriate 
activities, such as Sunday school and Vacation 
Bible School, it is also important for children 
to participate with their families in worship in 
order to grow in faith.

Growing Faith Through Sunday Worship 
Why is worship important to faith development? 
During worship we practice our faith as a 
community of believers in order to be faithful 
disciples during the week. We practice our 
praises and prayers. We hear the Scriptures 
read and discussed in order to strengthen us 
for life in today’s world. We ask forgiveness and 
are forgiven. We give our gifts and offerings to 
God. We are called to action as we go out into 
to world to serve and bring the light of Christ 
to others. Children need to have the opportunity 
to practice and grow their faith in worship.

What does Scripture say about the importance 
of children in worship? Throughout the Hebrew 
Scripture parents are directed to celebrate and 
worship the holy days as a family and parents 
are encouraged to invite the children of those 
living among them. Families are recorded as 
repenting together. Even nursing babies are 
encouraged to be a part of worship. 

In the New Testament, children were included 
in church services described in the book of Acts. 

In churches in Ephesus and Colossae, children 
attended the weekly church service as recorded 
in Paul’s letters, where he specifically speaks 
to the children. These letters were intended to 
be read as sermons to congregations in these 
cities. Paul knew he could speak directly to the 
children, because he knew they would be with 
their parents in church, and would also hear 
the sermon. And we must not forget the words 
of Jesus—Let the children come to me.

Enhance Children’s Worship Experience
Parents can enhance their children’s worship 
experience by practicing daily family worship 
at home. Parents teach their children faith by 
being intentional about demonstrating their own 
faith practices. Children need to see their 
parents worshipping with prayer and praise, 
reading Scripture, participating in study and 
sharing the love of Christ with others through 
their gifts and service.

Shepherding
The shepherd is used in the Old and New 
Testament as a symbol for God and Christ. 
Would a shepherd separate the older from the 
younger sheep? No. In that same way, why 
would we, as shepherds of faith to our children, 
exclude them from worship—our most important 
gathering as a community of faith!

A Why is worship important to 
faith development? During 
worship we practice our faith as 
a community of believers in 
order to be faithful disciples 
during the week. We practice 
our praises and prayers. We 
hear the Scriptures read and 
discussed in order to 
strengthen us...”



Help children find the words to 
the songs and liturgies during 
worship.

Children are welcome to 
participate in Communion and 
experience the love of Christ 
offered in this sacrament. Be 
sure the families in your pew 
are aware of this.

Members of the congregation 
should welcome families with 
children. Many families fear  
their children will be viewed as 
a distraction. 

Welcome

Encourage children to stand 
and sit with the congregation. 
This encourages participation 
and keeps them from having 
to sit still for an hour.

As you leave, let families know 
that you enjoyed their 
presence in worship. Families 
who experience hospitality are 
more likely to return.

Remind children when it is time to 
go to Children’s Time. However, do 
not force them to go if they are shy 
or prefer to remain in the pew.

Children should be included as a regular part of the 
worship team. At First United Methodist Church of 
Arlington, we encourage children to participate in 
leadership roles in worship. Our Children’s Choirs lead 
in worship, while acolytes and vergers bring in the 
cross, Bible and Light of Christ. Vergers (6th graders) 
assist the pastors with special duties, such as 
baptisms. As a congregation we can show our 
appreciation to these children when they serve.

Give each child a worship bag 
and packet. Packets include 
upcoming Children’s Ministries 
activities. Bags have activities  
to enhance children’s worship 
experience and are themed to 
match the scripture lesson. 

Give each child a worship 
guide. Adults and older 
children can help younger 
children mark off parts of the 
service as they occur.

Children are more engaged in  
worship if they sit near the 
front. Parents may fear their 
children will be a distraction, 
but, if encouraged, perhaps 
parents will give this a try.

Sometimes children need to step 
out during worship. Those sitting 
in the pew can smile at the child 
as they pass (another opportunity 
to show the love of Christ, instead 
of giving a look of disapproval).

Ideas To Make Children Feel 
Welcome In Worship
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It’s never too early to start the fun here at FUMC of Arlington, 
especially when it comes to everything we have going on in 

our Children’s Ministries over the summer. 

We are offering more than a dozen summer camps this year for church and community 
children. Kids—even as young as 2 years old—have the opportunity to enjoy themselves 
and learn something new in a safe, Christian environment. From crochet camp to 
cooking camp to music camps, we have plenty of choices throughout June, July, and 
August. A camp debuting this year that is sure to entertain: PreK Music Camp! 

SUMMER CAMPS 
JUNE 10–AUGUST 22

Complete list of camps and pricing at arlingtonmethodist.org/Summer

Elizabeth Givens
Assistant Director of Children’s Ministries

By: 



arlingtonmethodist.org Faith •  9

Can you believe it’s already that time again? Planning for VBS started in January and 
we’re expecting another great year full of smiling, singing, silly children. At Workshop 
of Wonders VBS, kids will discover how to imagine and build with God. Children will 
learn to use their heart, mind, and imagination to participate in the creative life of 
God, the one who works wonders.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
JULY 28–AUGUST 1 | PRE-K 4–6TH GRADE

Registration will officially open for all summer camps during the Palm Sunday 
Picnic and Egg Hunt on April 13. While we will have some paper registration forms 
available, we have made online registration even easier with no need to print and 
return anything. It’s better for the environment, and it can be completed at any 
time—day or night.

REGISTRATION
OPENS PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 13

We would not be able to put on these great programs and activities if it weren’t for 
the work of dedicated volunteers. There are many different ways to help, like decorating 
the church or donating supplies. We will definitely find a place for you.

View opportunities and apply to volunteer at 
arlingtonmethodist.org/Children/Volunteer

VOLUNTEERING 
NEW WAYS YOU CAN HELP

Please be aware that children won’t be considered fully registered for camp 
until payment is made at the church office after completing the online 
registration. Spots fill up fast, so be sure to register early.
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Chances are, you’ve heard of The United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) quite a bit during 
worship in the last few years. This is because every 
day is a challenge for people who are in the path of 
a natural disaster, or who live in a country torn 
apart by war, or who cannot afford food for their 
family. First United Methodist Church of Arlington 
has assisted UMCOR in reaching out to communities 
as near as South Arlington and as far away as the 
Philippines. But do you really know about UMCOR? 
Keep reading and you will!

HISTORY
UMCOR serves as a “voice of conscience among 
Methodists to act in the relief of human suffering 
without distinction of race, color, or creed.” So said 
Bishop Herbert Welch at General Conference in 1940 
when UMCOR’s forerunner, the Methodist Committee 
for Overseas Relief (MCOR), was started. The goal 
then was to respond to suffering among peoples 
overseas after the onset of World War II.

Although the committee was supposed to be 
temporary, General Conference, the church’s 
legislative body, reapproved its work every four 
years. In 1972, the committee was made a 
permanent part of the General Board of Global 
Ministries and renamed the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief. A structure was formalized 
and the committee’s scope expanded to include 
disaster relief in the United States.

Since then, UMCOR has provided relief to survivors 
of earthquakes in Haiti and Chile; floods in Pakistan; 
and the 2011 tsunami, earthquake and nuclear 
threat in Japan. Their field office in Afghanistan has 
also helped rebuild communities torn apart by 
decades of war. In the US, they provided long-term 
recovery aid to communities in the South devastated 
by hurricanes Katrina, Rita, Gustav and Ike.

ABOUT UMCOR
The United Methodist Committee on Relief is a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to alleviating 
human suffering around the globe. UMCOR’s work 
reaches people in more than 80 countries, including 
the United States. They provide humanitarian relief 
when war, conflict, or natural disaster disrupt life 
to such an extent that communities are unable to 
recover on their own.

As a ministry of The United Methodist Church, their 
mission is to assist the most vulnerable persons 
affected by crisis or chronic need without regard to 
race, religion, gender, or sexual orientation. They 
believe all people have God-given worth and dignity.

While UMCOR works with other aid organizations 
to extend their reach, their most important partners 
are the people they serve. They are confident that 
successful solutions to emergency or chronic 
conditions begin with the affected population. 
UMCOR provides these survivors not only temporary 
relief but long-term education, training and support.
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
UMCOR spends 100 percent of designated donations 
on the projects their donors specify. So when FUMC  
of Arlington takes up a monetary collection to help 
communities affected by disaster, all of your money 
reaches those families. That may lead you to wonder 
where their administrative costs come from. Once 
a year, churches across the globe take up a special 
offering called One Great Hour of Sharing. All of the 
money raised goes to pay for the salaries and 
overhead costs of running the nonprofit. This 
assures that all other donations go where they were 
designated. March 30 is the day FUMC of Arlington 
will observe One Great Hour of Sharing and give 
you the opportunity share generously!

UPCOMING UMCOR EVENTS AT 
FUMC OF ARLINGTON
March 30 
One Great Hour of Sharing

Summer 2014
Mission trip to Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, LA 
For more information, contact Michelle Clark at 
mclark@arlingtonmethodist.org.



Diane Hale
Director of Music & Worship

By: 



arlingtonmethodist.org Faith •  13

n April 18 at 7 pm, the 
Chancel Choir and Chancel 
Orchestra will present Mark 
Hayes’ Requiem during the 
Good Friday worship service. 
Written in 2013, this work 

premiered in Lincoln Center’s 
Avery Fisher Hall in New York 

City as part of the Requiems for the 
Brave concert on Memorial Day, 2013. Produced 
by Distinguished Concerts International New 
York (DCINY), 17 singers representing the First 
United Methodist Church of Arlington Chancel 
Choir sang this piece in the world premiere 
concert as members of the Distinguished 
Concerts Singers International.

I had been contacted by DCINY about my choir 
participating in the concert and singing this new 
work, which had not even been written at the time 
the concert was being planned. Agreeing to have 
my choir sing a major work, which was unavailable 
for me to preview, was a daunting decision to 
make. However, I knew the type of music Mark 
Hayes composes and felt that, based on his other 
compositions we have sung, this would surely be 
a lyrical piece we would enjoy performing. 

Mr. Hayes even called me to discuss his thoughts 
regarding the composition he had been 
commissioned to compose. He explained that he 
wanted to dedicate Requiem to his parents, who 
had passed away in recent years. In the concert’s 
playbill, Hayes says of his parents, “They modeled 
life principles that have served me well, one of 
which is my passion for music.” Mr. Hayes went 
on to tell me that his plans were to compose a 
six or seven movement work, using both Latin 
and English texts. At the completion of his 
composition, he had written six movements. 

The composition process was quite interesting 
to the Chancel Choir members and to me, as 
Mark Hayes would email me a movement or two 
of the work at a time. I knew I had made the right 
decision for us to perform this piece when I 
received the first movement, Requiem Aeternam. 

True to his style, it was very melodic, and our 
singers enjoyed learning it, along with the 
hauntingly beautiful second movement, Kyrie. 
With each additional movement, I began to feel 
that this work would be very appropriate for our 
Good Friday service the next spring. 

We received each movement, rehearsed it and 
then began learning the next movement as it 
came in. At times we began to wonder if the entire 
composition would actually be finished in time 
for the concert! In addition, I received many 
revisions of the music we had already been 
given—some revisions coming only a week before 
the concert—and even one after we arrived in New 
York. While somewhat frustrating at times, I also 
found it to be exciting. We were able to see a work 
in progress, coming directly from the composer 
just as he finished (and then revised) it. 

As the concert date 
approached and we still had 
not received all the 
movements, we anxiously 
awaited the final movement. 
At last, all the movements 
came in with an explanation 
from the composer. Hayes 
explained that sometimes 
creativity cannot be rushed, 
even with 
approaching 
deadlines.”

Mark Hayes



As the concert date approached and we still 
had not received all the movements, we 
anxiously awaited the final movement. At last, 
all the movements came in with an explanation 
from the composer. Hayes explained that 
sometimes creativity cannot be rushed, even 
with approaching deadlines. One of the final 
movements to arrive was the third movement, 
Dies Irae, which proved by far to be the most 
challenging to learn. The Latin text for this 
movement was not one with which our choir 
members were familiar and, with the fast paced 
tempo, required some extra rehearsals. Written 
in a style similar to Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana, 
the third movement, while the most challenging 
to perform, may well be the most stunning 
movement of the Requiem. 

The fourth movement, Sanctus, is joyous in 
nature, with a text proclaiming, “The heavens 
and the earth are full of Thy glory. Hosanna in 
the highest! Blessed is the name of the Lord.” As 
we rehearsed this movement with the composer 
in New York, Mr. Hayes indicated that a section 
of the music symbolized the awe felt by the crowd 
as Jesus passed by them in Jerusalem.

Perhaps the most lyrical movement is the fifth, 
Agnus Dei. With its beautiful melody line 

introduced first by the basses, each section 
eventually sings the main theme. The melody 
and countermelodies are beautifully woven 
together, creating lovely harmony with a very 
moving, emotional quality. 

Since Requiem is now a published work, our 
choir is preparing this music for the Good Friday 
service from choral books, rather than from 
computer-generated copies sent directly from 
the composer. While the choir members who 
sang in New York enjoyed the experience of 
seeing the creative process of Mark Hayes 
firsthand, all of the Chancel Choir is now 
benefiting from the fruits of his labor as they 
prepare to present this meaningful music. 

Mr. Hayes felt that “the core of Requiem is rest, 
a letting go.” He states that we hear in the first 
movement, “Requiem aeternam dona eis, 
Domine: et lux perpetua luceat eis” (Rest eternal 
grant to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them). This is also the final 
statement of the last movement, Lux Aeterna. 
Mark Hayes felt that it is a fitting ending to a 
work “whose purpose is to center our souls on 
rest, whether for ourselves or for those we have 
released to another life.” 

A Requiem or Requiem Mass, also known as Mass for the dead (Missa pro defunctis), is a Mass 
celebrated for the repose of the soul or souls of one or more deceased persons. 

Requiem is also used to describe any sacred composition that sets to music religious texts which 
would be appropriate at a funeral, or to describe such compositions for liturgies other than the 
Roman Catholic Mass. 

The Mass and its settings draw their name from the introit of the liturgy, which begins with the 
words “Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine” – “Grant them eternal rest, O Lord.”
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January 24–26, our church hosted its annual 
Disciple Now event for youth. This event, 
which regularly brings over a hundred youth 
from all  over Arl ington, provides an 
opportunity to worship, fellowship and serve 
together. It is by far one of our most popular 
youth events and this year did not disappoint. 

Our theme was PUSH/PULL and focused on 
Mark 10:43b–45. Youth were led through the 
weekend by their college-aged leaders, who 
were former youth as well as college students 
who are active in the UTA Wesley Foundation. 
These young people act as shepherds, helping 
to lead Bible studies as well as fellowshipping.

Center313 helped lead our evening sessions, 
with help from both of our youth bands, 
CrossFire and GodStrong. This year we were 
blessed to have Dr. Abraham Smith, Professor 
of New Testament at Perkins School of 
Theology, speak on our theme. 

Youth were also given the opportunity to serve 
at Mission Arlington as a part of the mission 
portion of our weekend. They also participated 
in a prayer and reflection walk, recreational 
time, and other fun and meaningful activities. 

None of this would have been possible without 
help from the many volunteers who stepped 
up to make this weekend happen. Along with 
thanking our volunteers, we would also like 
to thank our church family as a whole for all 
of the support they show this wonderful 
ministry throughout the year.

This March we will have our annual stock sale 
fundraiser; it helps fund our summer youth 
actiities, including mission trips and 
Testament Choir tour. We pray for your 
continued support. 

Joseph Bradley
Director of Youth Ministries

By: 
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Dusk, then darkness arrives. 
In many communities, electric 
light spills out onto the streets. 
In others, the dark is kept 
away with candles, oil lamps 
and lanterns. 
In communities with electricity, most is used for 
lighting. However, in communities like ours, 
electricity is also used for refrigerators, televisions, 
computers, hospital equipment, etc. Electricity is 
the backbone of modern society. Without it, 
communities struggle to escape poverty, provide 
adequate healthcare or teach their children. In 
short, they struggle to survive.

With over 1.2 billion people living without access to 
electricity, it seems a daunting task to help those 
communities. But, just when things seem bleak, 
along comes an avenue of help spurred by Christ’s 
teaching to help your neighbor.

ONE MAN’S VISION

A longtime congregation member, Steve Vincent, 
worked in the electricity business for 32 years. When 
Steve retired, he had a vision for helping others in 
developing countries gain access to electricity. 
Originally, he thought he would try to help a small 
village in Africa and sought the advice of Rev. Sam 
Dixon, the top executive for the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief at the time. Rev. Dixon 
encouraged Steve to instead help a struggling 
hospital with ties to the United Methodist Church 
in Ganta, Liberia. When Steve agreed, little did he 
know that this hospital had a campus with 55 
buildings, including schools, a church and a 
hospital that treated 24,000 patients a year. Often, 
surgeons would perform operations with flashlights 
in their mouths and inoperable anesthesia machines 
due to the poor power quality.

A TRANSFORMING TEAM

After that conversation, Steve set about establishing 
a nonprofit he named Power From The SON (PFS) 
as a conduit to provide electricity. From the 
beginning, his vision of providing electricity included 

involving recipients in the planning, coordinating 
and construction of the project. This model, similar 
to Habitat for Humanity’s, seeks to provide service 
using the age-old proverb, “Give a man a fish and 
you feed him for a day; teach a man to fish and you 
feed him for a lifetime.” Sweat equity is not only 
encouraged, but required so members of the 
community can maintain and troubleshoot the 
electrical supply once the team is gone.

In order to start the project, Steve needed to 
assemble a team of volunteers with various areas 
of expertise. He did not have to look much further 
than his friends and former business acquaintances. 
Engineers, businessmen, lawyers, construction 
workers and many others wanted to use their skills 
to help and reach out in the name of Christ. All 
Steve did was create a path on which to travel.

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

A project in remote areas of developing countries 
takes a lot of hard work and sacrifice. Were the 
results worth it? The construction team on the 
Ganta project asked this question many times. Their 
conclusion? After six months of observing the new 
system in operation, another community asked PFS 
to install a similar system at their facility. They knew 
then that their work had value to the people they 
were trying to help.

As a result, PFS has completed two large projects 
at Ganta United Methodist Hospital and Mission, 
as well as Project Hope in Sierra Leone. In May of 
2014, PFS will return to Liberia to electrify the 
seminary where Dr. David N. Mosser spent a year 
in the 1970s, a high school with 1,200 students, a 
school being built by former Methodist Bishop 
Bennie Warner, and a Salvation Army school. 

GET INVOLVED

Power From the SON continues its vision and 
mission with assistance from believers like you. 
There are many ways to help including, prayer, 
financial support and material donations. Please 
visit at PowerFromTheSon.com or contact Steve 
Vincent for more information.

Learn more at PowerFromTheSON.com

WEB EXTRA



Vicki Davis Michelle and 
Salvador Celis

Riley Nicole with 
Derek and Kim 

Herms

Kiley and Joshua with 
Megan and Jared Weber

Doug, Gretchen, 
Reagan and Jackson 

Hosea

Mark Simpson Steve, Taylor and 
Charlotte Bichsel

Kevin, Nancy, Nick 
and Jake McGlaun

New Members Not Pictured
Lucille Christmas

Baptisms Not Pictured
Clara Hackett
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NEW MEMBERS

BAPTISMS

November 5–February 5

November 5–February 5
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Lent Events

PALM SUNDAY 
PICNIC & EGG HUNT
11 am–1:30 pm

Join the fun and games at a picnic with 
our church family. Church members are 
encouraged to donate candy-filled eggs at 
the church of fice prior. Please, no 
chocolate or other candy that might melt. 
We hope to see you and your family there!

13
APRIL

ASH WEDNESDAY
12 pm service | Vandergriff Chapel

Scripture, prayer, reflection and song.  
Rev. Kay Lancaster preaching.

7 pm | Sanctuary

Rev. David N. Mosser preaching – “Father, 
Forgive Them” – Luke 23:34. Chancel 
Choir, and Youth and Chancel Orchestra. 

05
MARCH

SERVICE OF 
HEALING & WHOLENESS
4 pm | Vandergriff Chapel 

This is a service for those who have 
suffered a loss and are seeking restoration 
and healing through God’s grace.  

06
APRIL

WALK TO THE CROSS
6 pm Friday–11 am Saturday 
Lake Bridgeport 

Youth experience the scenes preceding the 
death of Christ. We hope the story will take 
on new meaning as it becomes more than 
just words on a page.

11
APRIL

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
WORSHIP SERVICE
7 pm | Sanctuary

Commemorate Jesus’ Last Supper. Rev. 
David N. Mosser will be preaching and 
communion will be served.

17
APRIL

GOOD FRIDAY 
WORSHIP SERVICE
7 pm | Sanctuary

The Chancel Choir and Chancel Orchestra 
will present Mark Hayes’ Requiem.

18
APRIL

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
10 am–12 pm | Activity Center Lawn

Bring your pet(s) either on a leash or in a 
crate/container to the lawn of the Activity 
Center located across from the Sanctuary 
on North Street to be blessed. Sponsored 
by Way of the Child participants. 

19
APRIL

20
APRIL

EASTER SUNDAY
8:15, 9:30 & 11 am | Sanctuary

9:30 am | Vandergriff Chapel

11 am | Great Hall

Join us in celebrating Easter Sunday.
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