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UPCOMING
CHANGES TO THE
FAITH MAGAZINE:
Beginning with the summer issue of the Faith magazine, we will be scaling back the printed copies
of the publication. The magazine will still be available in printed format, both around the church
and to those who opt-in to continue receiving a hard copy of the magazine in the mail. Some of our
members have expressed an interest in receiving only a digital copy of the magazine, and by reducing
the number of copies that are printed and mailed to only those who prefer a hard copy, we will be
able to save a significant portion of our Communications budget, in a year when budget reductions
are being made across each ministry area.
The digital magazine will be sent out by email. If you are unsure if you are currently receiving
church e-newsletters, email Mary Gibson at mgibson@arlingtonmethodist.org to be added to the
subscription list, or subscribe online at arlingtonmethodist.org. The magazine will also be available
to read on the church website and through our social media accounts.
This decision was made after meeting with the Budget Committe, and was not made lightly. It will
not affect the overall content of the magazine. The Faith magazine is one of my favorite aspects of my
work here at FUMC of Arlington, and I sincerely hope you enjoy reading it each season as much as I
enjoy creating it. Please feel free to reach out to me with any further questions.
Mary Gibson
Director of Communications

If you would like to continue receiving a hard copy of the
magazine, please call or email Lori Davis in the church
office at 817-274-2571 or ldavis@arlingtonmethodist.org
by May 1, to ensure you are on the mailing list.
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By: Rev. Steve Langford
Senior Pastor

This spring edition of our
Faith magazine corresponds
with the beginning of the
season of Lent. The six
weeks of Lent are patterned
after Jesus’ final journey to
Jerusalem as reflected in Luke 9:51, Jesus “set his
face to go to Jerusalem.” The Lenten season is one
of the oldest seasons of the Church. The early
church used this period as a time of preparing new
converts for baptism on Easter Sunday. Later, the
season became a time for personal reflection, repentance, and restoration.
Jesus used the journey to Jerusalem to prepare
his disciples for what would happen to him there:
betrayal, arrest, trial and judgment, crucifixion and
death, resurrection. Each of the synoptic gospels
(Matthew, Mark, Luke) treated this time in Jesus’
ministry differently. In Luke’s gospel, the author
placed stories and teachings that are unique to that
gospel. We’ll look at some of those teachings in worship during our journey through Lent.

PASTOR STEVE'S BLOG

Read Pastor Steve's blog online at stevelangford.blogspot.com

Our Lenten journey will culminate with the special times of worship of Holy Week: Palm Sunday,
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday.
Following Easter, our worship will center on Luke’s
account of the Lord’s Prayer.
During this same time frame, two work groups
are busy addressing issues repeatedly identified by
the task forces. One group is focused on ways to
make our facilities more welcoming and inviting by
renovating the east hallway and parlor area. The
other group is focused on improving the sound
system in the sanctuary and adding screens to allow
us to tell our stories digitally. Both work groups will
make recommendations to the Church Council. In
addition, the Council is focused on implementing
the many recommendations presented by the task
forces. And we as a congregation will be in conversation regarding the decision that was made at the
called General Conference in St. Louis, February
23-26, and its implications for us. Our commitment
is to live as the followers of Jesus and as a vital
congregation of The UMC.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Steve

Wineskins and Recommendations
By: Rev. RAMIRO RODRIGUEZ
Associate Pastor

I’ve been thinking a lot about wineskins
and taskforce recommendations lately.
(If you have no idea why wineskins
would ever cross my mind, take a break
from this article, read Matthew 9:17,
Mark 2:22, or Luke 5:37-39 and then
4 • Spring 2019

continue reading this piece.) In the
Gospels, Jesus tells his disciples that
no one puts new wine into old wine
skins because new wine will burst the
old skins spilling wine everywhere.
(continued on next page)
arlingtonmethodist.org

The biochemical reason that new wine cannot be
placed in old wineskins is because in Jesus’ day,
new wine was placed in wineskins before the fermentation process was over. As the new wine
continued to ferment, it would release gas and would
stretch the wineskins. New wineskins are pliable,
they can stretch with ease but old wineskins are
brittle and will not stretch; they burst. Old wineskins
hold old wine perfectly well and are often beautiful;
they just are not meant to hold new wine.
The amount of time people devoted to serving on
the various task forces last year is a testament to
how faithful and amazing the good people of this
church are. You served because you are invested in
this church. You served because you love this
church. You served because you want this church
to thrive. The task forces unleashed a wave of creative energy and empowered us to imagine a future
in which our church flourishes. My hope is that we
don’t try to force all of this energy into a handful of
committees. My hope is that all of us take ownership
of the task force recommendations which speak to
our individual passions and that we work to make
these recommendations a reality.
My fear is that we will expect committees to implement all of the task force recommendations by
themselves. Our committees are simply not designed
to be inundated with pages of tasks to be implemented. Our committees all have their own
priorities. Expecting a handful of committees to do
all the heavy lifting will result in a whole bunch of
spilled wine.
Fortunately, we have other options. Instead of
looking at a handful of committees to implement all
of our task force recommendations, we have created
work groups where people who have expertize and
passion in specific areas can use their energy and
experience to develop plans to make task force

BIBLE STUDIES
+ MORE
arlingtonmethodist.org

recommendations a reality. For example, the hallway
workgroup is made up of people who are passionate
and knowledgeable about design. These people will
consult with outside experts and will create a plan
which will transform our main hallway. The majority of work will not be done by a committee, but by
people passionate about having our main hallway
tell our church’s story to everyone who enters it.
We also our creating a culture within this church
where all of us are invited to grow in our connection
to God and each other in Christ. We do not have to
rely on committees or workgroups to implement
taskforce recommendations. We are creating a culture of empowerment here at FUMCA where
individuals can step-up and turn task force recommendations into realities.
Do you think we need to have more church-wide
gatherings? Have your Sunday School class or small
group host a church-wide lunch. Do you feel we
should have a better, deeper relationship with the
UTA Wesley center? Go and introduce yourself to
the amazing young adults who gather there. Do you
feel we need to be more hospitable to guests? Then
greet everyone you meet with the love of Christ.
Connecting with God, each other, and our community in Christ is more than our new theme; it is
what all of us are called to do. The more we connect
with God and each other in Christ, the more we will
discover that our task-force recommendations are
being implemented not by committees or workgroups, but by all of us sharing our gifts and talents
to make this church the place God is calling it to
be. If we meaningfully connect with each other in
Christ, we will all be empowered to build not just
this church, but the Kingdom of God. And we will
do so without spilling a single drop of wine.
Peace and Blessings,
Ramiro

There are a variety of studies led throughout the year
by our clergy and church members. These studies
meet on a variety of days and times during the week.
A list of current and upcoming studies can be found
online at arlingtonmethodist.org/studies.
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"

Mozart’s Requiem has moments of
both serenity and trepidation. I think
it is a very honest approach to the text
in that we pray for peace in death.

"

By: SEAN HALE
Director of Music and Worship

The choir’s big project for the
spring is to present the Mozart
Requiem on Sunday, May 5, at
4:00 pm in the Sanctuary. This is
one of the most famous and recognizable pieces of music of all
time. You may think that you do
not know any of the music from
the Requiem, but movies and TV
shows often play snippets of the
Requiem for added drama and I
bet you will recognize more than
you realize.
The text of the requiem is an
ancient text that has been used
for centuries and reflects on
6 • Spring 2019

those that have passed away and
prays for their souls to find rest.
If you remember, the Chancel
Choir has done two Haydn
Masses over the last three years.
Just as there is a set text for a
musical mass setting, the
requiem is also a set text. There
are many famous composers that
have written requiems including
Brahms, Faure, Verdi, Durufle.
In fact, even the contemporary
composers continue to write
requiems including John Rutter,
Dan Forrest, John Michael
Trotta, as well as Mark Hayes
(which the Chancel Choir

premiered with a mass choir in
New York City).
Mozart’s Requiem has moments
of both serenity and trepidation. I
think it is a very honest approach
to the text in that we pray for peace
in death, but the reality is that
there are many (probably including
Mozart) that have some fear with
death. It’s an incredibly moving
piece and I hope you will invite
others to come and be a part of it.
It has the potential to have a major
impact in our community and we
need your help to spread the word
and invite people to come.
arlingtonmethodist.org

M U S I C

M INI S T R I E S

SPRIN G MUSIC EVENTS
Children’s Choir Sings
Palm Sunday, April 14 | 11:00 am | Sanctuary
Our children’s choir will sing on Palm Sunday
during 11:00 am worship.

Mozart Requiem Presentation
Sunday, May 5 | 4:00 pm | Sanctuary
The Chancel Choir and Orchestra will present
Mozart’s Requiem

Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 21 | 6:45, 8:15, 9:30 & 11 am
The Chancel Choir will join forces with brass for
this special Sunday.

Memorial Day Evensong
Sunday, May 26 | 3:00 pm | Chapel
This will be a musical worship service comprised
music and scripture that remembers those who
have given their lives for our country. The choir for
the service is comprised of music professionals from
the DFW community.

CHILDREN'S CHOIR NEWS
The Children’s Choirs at FUMC of
Arlington are alive, well, and
ready to welcome spring with
many opportunities to engage in.
Rehearsals are weekly preparations for upcoming opportunities
to be worship leaders in the
Sunday services.
PALM SUNDAY
The Choirs will sing on Palm
Sunday, April 14 at the 11:00 am
Sanctuary Service. There will also
be a processional with the children ringing the hand chimes.

arlingtonmethodist.org

THE GOSPEL PLAYERS
Hear ye! Hear ye! The Gospel Players are coming! The Gospel
Players is the Drama Club for
children in grades 3-6t at FUMC
of Arlington. We are planning a
presentation during the Spring
(date to be announced). The children will have an opportunity to
try out for parts in the story that
Jesus told of Zaccheus when he
came to Jericho. The actors will
need to commit to three rehearsals and one performance. Past
presentations have included “The
Good Samaritan” and “The

By: JANIE JOHNSON
Director of Children's Music

Prodigal Son”. The children love
to use their acting skills and have
so much fun creating their own
costumes and props! More information is coming very soon!
SUMMER MUSIC CAMPS
Don’t forget, Tremendous Thursdays and Music Week are coming
in the summer! See page 11 for
more information on our upcoming summer camps.We can’t wait
to see what God wants to do in
the lives of our precious children
at FUMCA!
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A D V O C A T E S

F O R

S O C I A L

J U S T I C E

By: Jerrilyn Woodard-Entrekin
Advocates for Social Justice

Did you attend any of the four programs on immigration issues provided last year by UMC-affiliated
Justice for Our Neighbors (JFON) and sponsored by
Advocates for Social Justice (ASJ)? If not, you missed
out! All four sessions were well-attended and wellreceived and a great deal was learned about how the
legal immigration system works in the USA and the
challenges and perils inherent therein. Ever since the
start of the immigration series, a great deal of interest
surfaced and we have received multiple requests for
the series to be offered again at a different time than
9:30 on Sunday mornings. You spoke up and we listened, so please mark your calendars! ASJ will once
again be hosting a series focused on immigration
and related human trafficking issues on Sunday
evenings April 7 and 14, 2019 from 6-7:30 pm.
These times were selected specifically to
8 • Spring 2019

accommodate the needs of our youth and their
friends, but will be open and welcoming to the
entire church and extended community, as is our
custom. We hope you will join us!
As you may already know, Advocates for Social
Justice (ASJ) formed several years ago here at FUMC
of Arlington for the purpose of increasing awareness,
knowledge, and involvement in our congregation
and community around social justice, also known
as biblical holiness, issues. Our members span
multiple generations and often offer differing views.
We are unified in our commitment to being inclusive
and welcoming and our shared passion for learning
and serving our church and community as Jesus
beckons us to do in the gospels. We seek to share
in this journey with others.
arlingtonmethodist.org

From the beginning, our group has practiced the
guidelines of Holy Conferencing during our meetings
and event discussions. Those guidelines, based on
the scripture contained in Colossians 3:12-16a, 17,
state: “We believe Christians can discuss important
issues without the acrimonious debate and parliamentary maneuvering that can divide a group into
contending factions. We see too many examples of
that in secular society. We believe the Holy Spirit leads
in all things, especially as we make decisions. We
want to avoid making decisions in a fashion that
leaves some feeling like winners and others like losers.
We can change the world through honest conversation
on matters about which we are passionate.”
In the face of the stress and contentious forces
that have emerged in the UMC denomination in
recent weeks and months, Advocates for Social
Justice decided at our 2019 planning meeting to
host an event, study, or series focused specifically
on Holy Conferencing itself this year. To that end,
we are investigating resources and discussing how
best to offer and facilitate such training on effective, kind, and civil discourse between persons
with differing views on difficult and sometimes
controversial topics within the church and society
at large. Stay tuned! We look forward to providing
this resource in the near future.

Bible
n our weekly Bible Journaling group, led by
FUMCA member Betsy Eudy, you'll learn how
to Bible journal and how it can enrich your life.
You'll also learn different creative tips and techniques, and provide opportunities for you to share
your story with others.
The group meets the first and third Tuesday of
each month, from 6:30-8:30 pm in Room 151. The
class is in a come-and-go format, and you're
welcome to join at any time. All you need to bring
is a journaling Bible. Invite a friend and come
journal with us!

In the meantime, please feel free to join us in
discussing these programs and others at our
monthly meetings held on the second Sundays of
each month starting immediately following the 11
am worship services at FUMC of Arlington. Also
look for us in our purple “Love Out Loud” T-shirts
around the church. (You, too, can have one of these
great T-shirts, by the way, for just $15...) We plan
to be available every second Sunday of the month
between services with information about our group,
any upcoming events we may have, the Social
Principles of the UMC, and information from other
organizations that advocate on behalf of social
justice issues. Come say hi!

FUMCA member Mike Bucek speaking at the fall immigration
series hosted by Advocates for Social Justice
arlingtonmethodist.org
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Academy classes meet every Sunday from 9:15-10:55 am

Pick up an Academy brochure in
the bookshelves located around
the church, or download it online at
arlingtonmethodist.org/children

Nursery
Volunteers
Needed!
Share God’s love with the babies and toddlers of FUMCA!
Each Sunday we need seven volunteers to help with
this important ministry. Scheduling is flexible for times
and dates. For more information on volunteering, contact Becky Steimle at bsteimle@arlingtonmethodist.org
or in the church office at 817-274-2571.
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SAVE THE DATES!

TREMDENDOUS

TREMENDOUS THURSDAYS
JUNE 6–JULY 18 | 9 AM–2 PM
GRADES 4–6 | COST: ??
In preparation for Music Week, children meet each Thursday to audition
and rehearse their parts for the summer musical. In the afternoon, they
take field trips.

FAMILY CAMP AT GLEN LAKE
JUNE 7–9 | GRADES K–3
COST: $110
Experience camp as a family and
a church family at Glen Lake
Camp in Glen Rose, TX with your
K-3rd graders. Learn more at
glenlake.org/family.

ART

camp

| 10 AM-12:30 PM
FINEAUGUST
ARTS 9-11
CAMP
Art is a fun way to express yourself - colorful creations and
lessons on God are great ways to connect! Wear old clothes
JUNEand17–20
| 8 AM–5 PM
shoes because things could get a little messy!
GRADES
K–6
| COST: $50
Register online at arlingtonmethodist.org
or in the church office.
Come join us for a fun week of
creativity in our Fine Arts camp!
Campers will have a variety of
creative areas to explore, including dance, visual arts-(painting,
clay, drawing), fiber arts (crochet,
knit, weaving, sewing), karate,
puppetry, percussion, and more!

CAMP TRIUMPH SPORTS
AGES: 5–12 | COST: VARIES
JUNE 10–13 or JULY 29-AUGUST 1
9 AM–12 PM | Sports Camp
1–4 PM | Basketball Camp
JUNE 24–27 (after VBS)
12–4 PM | Sports Camp

MUSIC
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JUNE 24–28 | 9 AM–12 PM
GRADES K–6 | COST: ??
This year's VBS theme is out of
this world - To Mars and Beyond!
You won't want to miss this exciting week of games, music, crafts,
and more! Stay for Sports Camp
(see above) afterwards for a full
day of fun!

WEEK

MUSIC WEEK
JULY 22–26 | 9 AM–12 PM
GRADES 1–6 | COST: ??
In this week-long camp for children entering grades 1–6, participants prepare for the annual
children’s musical. They learn
songs, choreography and rehearse speaking parts, culminating in two presentations of the
musical for family and friends.

REGISTER ONLINE Learn more about each camp and register at arlingtonmethodist.org/summer. For more
information contact Susan Bishara, at sbishara@arlingtonmethodist.org or in the church office at 817-274-2571
arlingtonmethodist.org
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Y O U T H

M INI S T R I E S

DISCIPLE NOW

O

n January 18-20, our church hosted its annual
Disciple Now event for the youth of the Arlington
community. The weekend is composed of Bible
study, mission, recreation, food and relationship-building activities This year, our group was
comprised of youth, our Amazing Grace class, and
our confirmation class. D-Now gives them the opportunity to worship, fellowship, and serve together.
Our theme this year was “Project Serve: Spreading
the Gospel by Lending a Hand”. The youth explored
how they can move from serving occasionally to
consistently, like Christ.
Worship was led by Kiefer Dietrick on Friday night
and Center 313 on Saturday night. This year Margaret Fields was our speaker during both evening
worship sessions, and Pastor Steve spoke to the youth
Sunday morning. The youth completed various service
projects for members of our church and community.
In addition to worship and service, our youth also
had plenty of opportunities for fellowship and fun
over the weekend, including an escape room in the
church, bubble soccer, crafts, a spa room, and more.
This weekend would not have been possible without help from our many volunteers that stepped up
for our youth. Along with thanking our volunteers
we would also like to thank our church family as a
whole for all of the support that they show this wonderful ministry throughout the year!

TESTA M ENT CHOIR TOUR 2019
The youth Testament Choir is headed to Cincinnati,
Ohio this year on their annual choir tour from July
5-13! The cost is $375 for the trip and registration
is open through Sunday, April 21. For more information about the trip, contact Roger Stephens at
rstephens@arlingtonmethodist.org. The egistration
form can be downloaded online.

12 • Spring 2019
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fun run &

Family Festival

A fun-filled family festival with egg gathering, music,
crafts, face painting, and more! Invite your friends
and family to join us - everyone is welcome!

9:00 am | Fun Run & Family Egg Gathering
9:30–11:00 am | Bunny Breakfast & Festival
EASTER egg donations
We are collecting Easter egg donations! Plastic
eggs can be brought to the church office filled with
individually wrapped candy or trinkets.

For more information on volunteering, contact
Susan Bishara at sbishara@arlingtonmethodist.org

arlingtonmethodist.org
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M I S S ION S

&

O U T R E A C H
SATURDAY,
JUNE 1

10 TH ANNUAL
BOOK CARNIVAL

SCHOOL- BASED
M ENTORIN G

It may be hard to believe, but this year we are holding our TENTH annual Book Carnival! This is a
wonderful outreach opportunity to children and
families in our surrounding neighborhoods. Each
year, hundreds of local children stop by to fill up a
bag full of free books, and enjoy snow cones, t-shirt
decorating, and more! This year, the Book Carnival
is on Saturday, June 1 from 10:00 am-12:00 pm
(or until we run out of books!).

Do you have an hour to spare during lunch each
week? Spend it with a new friend! Mentoring is a
great way to make a difference in an at-risk child's
life while having fun at the same time! Our mentors meet once a week during a child's lunch hour
at school. No math or other homework skills
required! Most of our Bigs and Littles spend time
playing games, reading to each other, and chatting.

This ministry is only possible through the hard work
of our fantastic volunteers. One of the easiest ways
you can help out is to donate new and gently used
children's books, especially books written in Spanish. Book donations can be brought to the church
at any time; there are several donation baskets
located around the church, or they can be brought
to the church office. Below are a few other ways you
can use your talents to contribute to the success of
the big day!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Through Big Brothers Big Sisters, mentors are
now able to be matched with kids at schools outside of Webb, and mentors are not required to be
church members. If you or someone you know
would like to share God's love in our community
in a very meaningful way, contact the church office
to learn more about beginning the match process.

Donate new and gently used children’s books
Place book plates in books
Help distribute flyers and lawn signs
Help serve hot dogs
Help with lawn games & other activities
Read stories to children
Help set up and/or take down
Be a docent
Be a translator

The ConneXions small
group put together sweet treats for the
We b b E l e m e n t a r y
teachers and staff on
Valentine's Day! Contact Michelle Clark for
ways you can be a part
of the Loving Webb
partnership this year.
14 • Spring 2019
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GET CONNECTED!

Volunteer for upcoming missions & outreach by contacting
Michelle Clark at mclark@arlingtonmethodist.org or at 817.274.2571

LENTEN MISSION PROJECT

MONDAY,
APRIL 15

LIT TLE DRESSES
FOR AFRICA

We are revisiting a past
Lenten mission project
this year - Little Dresses
for Africa. The mission of
this nonprofit organization is to provide relief to
vulnerable children
throughout Africa and
beyond. Volunteers join
together to make little
dresses for girls and britches for boys. No sewing skills?
No problem! You can donate supplies and help prepare
the clothes for delivery. We will be meeting during the day
on Monday, April 15, but you can get a head start on
sewing dresses! Find patterns and more information about
the organization online at littledressesforafrica.org.

"We're not just sending dresses, we're sending hope."

2019 COLLECTIONS
There a variety of ways you can make a difference through
donations here at FUMCA and in our local community
this year! Donations can be dropped off at donation tables
around the church, or in the church office.

y
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PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 14

Processional + Children's Choir singing
11:00 am Sanctuary Service

MONDAY, APRIL 15

Lenten Mission Project:Little Dresses for Africa
10:00 am-afternoon | Room 151

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 18
Worship | 7:00 pm | Sanctuary

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 19

Worship | 7:00 pm | Sanctuary

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 21

6:45 am | Sunrise Service | Prayer Garden
8:15, 9:30, & 11 am | Traditional | Sanctuary
11:00 am | Revive Worship | Great Hall

March: Non-perishable food for Arlington Charities
APRIL/MAY: Children’s books for the Book Carnival
June: Gift cards to movies, the zoo, bowling, skating,
or other activities for families at the shelters
July/August: School supplies for Webb Elementary
September: Socks for the Life Shelter
October: Candy for Trunk or Treat at Webb Elementary
November/December: Items for children’s and
senior Christmas stockings through Arlington Urban
Ministries and FUMCA homebound ministry
ONGOING: Prayer patches and shawls, Campbell's
soup labels, and Box Tops
arlingtonmethodist.org
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SATURDAY,
MARCH 23

THURSDAY,
MAY 9

y
a
w
A Go
WE

TUESDAY,
AUGUST 22

OCTOBER
TBD

2019 EVENTS

We have an exciting year full of outings planned
with the Away We Go program! Away We Go is a
group outing that meets at the church and takes
day trips to various locations in the DFW area. The
cost is usually around $25 and includes roundtrip
transporation to and from our church, entry/tickets
to the venue, and a meal. This year we will be traveling to the Artisan Center Theater in Hurst to see
a production of "Annie Get Your Gun", the AT&T
stadium, the Dallas World Aquarium, and historic
Granbury. A schedule of times and dates can be
found on the right. You can reserve your spot and
make payment for each trip in the church office. Be
sure to RSVP early, as the bus fills up quickly! This
is a great way to make new friends, spend time with
your Sunday school class or small group, so pack
your bag and Away We Go!
16 • Spring 2019

Save the Date!

SATURDAY, MARCH 23
Annie Get Your Gun at Artisan Center Theater
THURSDAY, MAY 9
AT&T Stadium
TUESDAY, AUGUST 22
Dallas World Aquarium
OCTOBER - DATE TBD
Historic Granbury
REGISTER IN THE CHURCH OFFICE

All outings include roundtrip transportation to and from the
church, a snack/meal, and any entrance fees/tickets
arlingtonmethodist.org

H I S T O R I C A L
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Our church will be celebrating its 141st anniversary this year. With 141 years under our belt, our
church is full of history and our Historical Committee is dedicated to preserving and passing along its
rich history, not only to the congregation, but our
community and out of town visitors. Beginning in
1878, our church became the first organized church
in Arlington, Texas with Reverend JTL Annis as
minister. Pastor Steve Langford became our 48th
preacher to bless our church. Visit Heritage Hall,
where a picture of every minister is displayed on
the wall. We also have two bulletin boards and a
display case.

The Historical Committee collects, identifies,
organizes, and categorizes church property and
relics of the past. We have every membership card
for every person who joined our congregation. How
many you may ask? Well, we are not certain yet,
but we are scanning each card and putting them
in a database. When we are finished, you will able
to look them up on the computer. We also have
photographs, sermons, bulletins, and the first
Quarterly Conference Report from 1878. We have
beautifully preserved United Methodist Women
cutlery and silverware. Other artifacts include glass
communion cups and tray, a wooden offering plates
and commemorative plates depicting our church
buildings throughout its history. We even have our
church blueprints.

C O M M I T T E E

IN THE M AKING
By: sam emmerson
FUMCA Historical Committee

throughout the sanctuary and other parts of the
church building. You can walk around outside the
church block and take a self-guided tour following
the ten plaques that surround the building and read
about the rich history of our church.
During this year’s high school graduation, we
will display current and past senior class pictures.
Graduating students will have a group picture taken
in their graduating robes, a framed historic picture
of our church, and a copy of their church history.
We will also honor church members who have
schools named after them. It’s an exciting time to
be member of First United Methodist Church.
The following are current Historical Committee
members that have dedicated their time and talents
torwards preserving our rich history: Barbara Armstrong, Vickie Dixon, Coral Delaplaine, Judy
Grelson, Sharon Hall, Melanie Hamberlin – Chair
Person, Peggy Irwin, Billie Liddell, Martha Martin,
Elaine Phillips, John Pickerton, Ruth Ray, Marilyn
Winfree, and Sam Emmerson.

We share this rich history by displaying them in
the showcases and bulletin boards around the
church. In the upcoming months, we will have
guided tours highlighting the stained glass windows

WANT TO LEARN MORE?

Learn more about the history of FUMCA and view our
historical records online at arlingtonmethodist.org/history
arlingtonmethodist.org

Committee members Marilyn Winfree and Billie Liddell
working in the church archive room
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events & activities
"Because of This I Rejoice" Lenten study
WEDnesdays through april 10 | 1:30-3 pm | rm 100
This six-week study of Philippians offers a series of
meditations about joyfully practicing spiritual disciplines
during the Lenten season. This study lifts up the apostle
Paul’s letter to the Philippians as a way to find joy during
a season often thought of as self-sacrifice that intimidates
many Christians. Led by Rev. Tolli Macalik. Books are
available in the church office for $11.
bible journaling
march 19 | 6:30-8:30 pm | room 151
Creative Bible Journaling instruction on how to utilize art
techniques while studying a bible verse(s). Led by Betsy
Eudy on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays in a come and go format.
Join at any time - all you need to bring is a journaling Bible! This class is open to everyone and offered at no cost.
CREATED BY GOD*
march 21-23
Created by God is a retreat for 5th and 6th graders. This
is opportunity for tweens to learn about their changing
bodies from trusted adults, and to affirm those changes
and themselves as part of God’s good creation. Facilitated by Rev. Terre McGill and Rev. Kay Lancaster.
Away WE GO Outing
march 23 | 1:00 pm-5:30 pm
Our first Away We Go outing of the year is Saturday,
March 23. We will be traveling to the Artisan Center
Theater in Hurst to see "Annie Get Your Gun". Join us at
the church for dessert from Buttermilk Sky Pie at 1:00 pm.
We'll board the bus at 2:15 pm and return around 5:30
18 • Spring 2019

pm. Price is $25 per person and includes dessert, tickets,
and transporation. Sign up and pay in the church office.
Using Facebook With Your Phone*
march 24 | 4:00-6:00 pm | banquet Room
This class is an introduction to using the Facebook app.
Bring your smartphone or tablet to class for hands-on
learning. You’ll learn how to post photos/videos, tag
friends, check-in, and more! Facilitated by Lisha Brock.
prayer shawls
MARCH 28 | 1:00-2:30 PM | room 153
Join us as we make prayer shawls and prayer patches
for those facing adversity.
GLEN LAKE CAMP INFO & FAMILY BRUNCH*
march 31 | 7:30-8:30 PM | choir room
Interested in registering for Glen Lake camps this summe?
Join us for an informational brunch to learn more about
the K-3rd grade family weekend or week-long summer
camps for our elementary & middle school kiddos.
taizé service of healing & wholeness
march 31 | 4:00-5:00 pm | chapel
Taizé worship, (pronounced tah-ZAY) is a time of meditative worship, prayer, song. This service is centered
around healing and wholeness.
MATTER OF BALANCE
APRIL 2 | 1:00-3:00 PM | ROOM 100
Matter of Balance is an 8-week class that emphasizes
practical strategies to reduce the fear of falling and increase activity levels. Open to all ages at no cost.
arlingtonmethodist.org

First Fridays Respite Program
april 5 | 6:00-9:00 PM
Families with special needs children are invited to register
for our respite program which meets on the first Friday of
the month September-May. New families need to submit
an application which can be found online. Siblings are
also welcomed to attend so that parents can have a few
hours of free/respite time.
Immigration Series 2.0
APRIL 7 & 14 | 6:00-7:30 PM | BANQUET ROOM
Representatives from Justice for Our Neighbors (JFON)
will present basic information on immigration plus additional information on DACA and Human Trafficking during these two sessions on April 7 & 14. Sponsored by
Advocates for Social Justice

CONFIRMAND RETREAT
APRIL 26-27 | GLEN LAKE CAMP
All Confirmation participants are invited to Glen Lake
Camp for a weekend of faith and fun!
Voices of Grief Conference
may 4 | 8:00 am-1:30 pm | great hall
Grief Conference featuring Dr. Patrick O'Malley and
Voices of Grief filmmaker Kathy Sparnins with a panel
discussion, food and fellowship.
confirmation sunday
may 5 | 9:30 am | sanctuary
Join us as we celebrate our sixth grade Confirmands as
they become members of our church in the 9:30 am Sanctuary service.

BUNNY HOP FUN RUN & FAMILY FESTIVAL
mozart requiem
april 13 | 9:00-11:00 aM | great hall
may 5 | 4:00 pm | sanctuary
A fun-filled family festival with egg gathering, music, The Chancel Choir & Orchestra will present the Mozart
crafts, face painting, and more! Invite your friends and Requiem in the Sanctuary.
family to join us - everyone is welcome!
a look ahead conference
little dresses for africa lenten project
may 11 | 9:00 am-2:30 pm
april 15 | during the day | ROOM 151
The A Look Ahead quarterly conference series brings toVolunteers join together to make little dresses for girls and gether expert speakers for training focused on improving
britches for boys. No sewing skills? No problem! You can the lives of individuals with disabilities, the people who
donate supplies and help prepare the clothes for delivery. support them, and the community at large.
We will be meeting during the day on Monday, April 15,
but you can get a head start on sewing dresses! Find memorial day service
patterns and more info online at littledressesforafrica.org. may 11 | 3:00-4:00 pm | chapel
The Awaken Choir, which is comprised of local profesmaundy thursday worshp
sional musicians, will be leading a Memorial Day service
april 18 | 7:00 pm | sanctuary
in the Chapel.
Worship in remembrance of the Last Supper.
10th annual book carnival
school holiday camp (Good friday)*
june 1 | 10:00 am-12:00 pm
april 19 | 8:00 am-3:00 pm (or 5:00 pm)
Children of our community and their families are invited to
Join us for a fun egg-stravaganza of a day with games, visit the Book Carnival for books, tee shirt decorating, hot
crafts, and more! Cost is $20 per child. Additional after- dogs, sno cones and fellowship--All FREE! Saturday morncare is available until 5:00 pm for $5 per family.
ing from 10:00 am-noon (or when we run out of books!).
good friday worship
april 19 | 7:00 pm | sanctuary
We will worship at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary as we
remember the sacrifice and passion of Christ.
easter sunday
april 21 | 6:45, 8:15, 9:30, & 11:00 am
Service times: 6:45 am Sunrise Service in the Prayer
Garden, 8:15, 9:30, & 11:00 am services in the Sanctuary, 11:00 am Revive worship in the Great Hall. There
will also be a butterfly release at 9:30 am, 11:00 am,
and 12:00 pm outside.
arlingtonmethodist.org

senior sunday breakfast
june 2 | 9:30-10:30 am | Great hall
Graduating Seniors and their families will be served
breakfast and scholarships will be presented. They will
be recognized afterwards in the Revive worship service.
For a full listing of upcoming studies and events, visit
arlingtonmethodist.org/events

*Register online at arlingtonmethodist.org/Registration
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fun run &

9:00-11:00 am

Family Festival
A fun-filled family festival with egg gathering,
music, crafts, face painting, and more!

Plastic eggs filled with candy & trinkets can be dropped off at the church office.

