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to plan to see how our church can rise to this
challenge. We have many resources here by
which to share the gospel of God.

By: Rev. David N. Mosser,
Senior Pastor

ver the last decade or so, our church has
done some rather remarkable things. Of
course we have sent to heaven almost a generation of faithful people who have served the
Lord and this church in many and various
ways. I personally miss dearly many of them.
No one can ever take their place—just as no
one can take our place. We may perform similar functions, but each of us is unique and
blessed in God’s sight.
God has blessed us with many
ministry opportunities in recent
memory. Highlights of our missions work include: a growing
Book Carnival, the refurbishing of
a water well and the building of a
new water well in Kenya, East
Africa, and an adult mission trip
to McCurdy Methodist School in
New Mexico. We ensure many
local things as well through our
“One Mile Mission.” Some of
these many things include
the continued growth of the
Backpack Ministry at Wimbish Elementary and the Big
Hope mentoring program at

4 • Winter 2015

Webb Elementary. There are always steady
outreach programs including food teams at the
Arlington Life Shelter, Operation Christmas
Child (and subsequent programs like it), and
Kairos Prison Ministry—which has seen expansion and growth as well adding new congregation
members to the teams or expanding to serve
more people. We minister to older adults
through activities organized by Away We Go. In
all, congregation members have heard the message of Jesus to reach out and have put it into
practice. Praise to our God!
Yet it is time to plan for the next steps in our
congregation’s life. As our neighborhood changes
and a new generation arrives onto the scene, we
need to plan for ways that we as a church can
impact our community for the gospel. Many in
our culture today care little for others or their
problems and only want to know what we will
do for them. It reminds me of something John
F. Kennedy once articulated to our nation: “And
so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your
country can do for you—ask what you can do for
your country.” The same thing might be asked
of us with respect to the church. The church is
God’s best incarnation of the Kingdom of God
among us. Thus, we have a golden opportunity

arlingtonmethodist.org

This coming year of 2016, we will take a look
at many matters that will help us plan for our
congregation’s future. We will retain things that
have worked in the past as we were broadcasting the gospel in our context; we will discard
those things that perhaps worked once, but no
longer are effective in today’s public climate.
For while the gospel never changes, it is true
that the contexts into which we introduce the
gospel are ever changing. Some of the things
that are on the table for consideration are how
we remain enthusiastic and positive as we continue to focus on mission and service to our
community and the world.
Our church direction over the
years has been decided by lay leadership and clergy committed to
achieving the goals of the church. We
desire to have church leadership
diverse in terms of experience, economic levels, generational, and
cultural tiers. We want to encourage
many places where church folk participate in the congregation’s
leadership. As far as we are concerned, the more
active committees, the better.
The “Long Rangers” will focus on imagining
new ideas that will develop ministries for the
un-churched and continue to invite the community to generate small groups. We will want
to offer these small group experiences to
unchurched friends and families. All this is to
augment programing in place already that will
communicate church history; Bible knowledge
and stories; clarify worship rituals in nonthreating environments.

Certainly, we as a church
want to continue to discover
and cultivate ministries for
Millennials (birth years ranging from the early 1980s to
early 2000s), while offering
top–notch nursery, preschool,
and youth facilities—and of
course programs.

It has been some
time since we have
make an effort for
a Long Range Planning experience and it should
last for the balance of most of 2016. A revelation
of the committee findings we will propose at a
large Church Council meeting, and of course,
at Church Conference in November of 2016. I
write all of this to make you aware that every
person's input is wanted and welcome. Thus, I
covet, as does the church, your prayers as we
enter into this ten-month process. It will be
exciting as we dream and plan together.

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us! -Psalm 67:1
arlingtonmethodist.org
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FUMCA’S VISION FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 2015
By: Rev. Jarrod Johnston
Assoc. Pastor of Communication, Young Adult Ministries & Revive Worship

f you pull out a hymnal in one of our pews
and turn to page 880, you’ll find The Nicene
Creed, an ancient summary of the Christian
faith. We have a later edition of it in our hymnal
(it maybe a surprise to many that it wasn’t written originally in English); it’s a document that
early church toiled over for decades and is the
product of two ecumenical councils of the church
(in 325 and later in 381). While the early church
may have tried hard to remain as one, various
beliefs in who Jesus was, and just plain-old
geography, had the church divided—in a way
not unsimilar to the Christian church of today.
As a way to solidify the church across the
continents, the ecumenical councils were called,
bringing together bishops from Europe, Africa,
the Middle-East, and Asia to try to figure out—at
least a little bit—what we actually believed about
Jesus, the Bible, and the very nature of God.
What we get from the Nicene Creed is a beautiful poem, especially as it talks about Jesus Christ.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
Beautiful, right? A picture of Jesus not just
as we have come to know him, as our walking
talking savior, but as a part of God that was
with God from the very beginning of all things.
As we look towards Advent, though, the next
part of the creed as something special for us:
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.

That’s the ministry of what we’ve come to call
the incarnation—this inexplicable event where
God, in order to show us just how much God
loves us, became fully human, fully incarnate,
in Jesus Christ, the very Son of God, who came
from heaven to earth - for us.
When we start our Advent season on November 29, we’ll hear from the prophet Jeremiah,
another theologian who toiled over God’s meaning, an Israelite watching his country scatter
into the wind. In all of that, God would give him
a word of hope, “The time is coming declares
the Lord, when I will fulfill my gracious promise
with the people of Israel and Judah...” We,
today, know that the promise will be fulfilled in
the Promised One—Our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Theologians can talk all day long, but what
really matters is this: God loves us, and God
sent us Jesus, Light from Light, True God from
True God.
If you’re family is anything like mine, even
before you have received this magazine in the
mail and have read this article, you’re already
steeped in the tensions of preparing for Christmas. Lights are going up, trees are being
decorated. Budgets are being blown to get just
the right presents. Calendars are filled to bursting with what I hope are joyful occasions of
worship, music, family, and food. Our prayer
this Advent season is that as we prepare to
meet the Christ Child on Christmas Day, we
can remember that God set a great deal of time
aside to meet us where we are—and God still
does that.
Jesus, the one who came down from heaven
to earth on Christmas Day, wants you to know
the hope, peace, love, and joy that only he can
bring to your life and the lives of those that you
love. We invite you this November and December
to remember that with us in worship, song, and
celebration, not just on Sundays, but every day.

ADVENT SERMON SERIES: See page 19 for more information on our Advent sermon series & Christmas Eve service times, as well as upcoming Advent events.
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A

Musical

CHRISTMAS
By: Sean Hale
Director of Music & Worship

uring the Christmas season we all have
things we look forward to and expect: cold
weather, decorating the Christmas tree,
seeing Christmas lights, holiday foods, etc. All
of these things represent memories of Christmas past and bring the season to life. One of
the key ingredients to ringing in the Advent
and Christmas seasons is music. At church we
start with the Advent hymns and move into the
beloved Christmas carols in our services that
make this time of year so special. There are
three major musical events that will be happening at our church this December that can
help to ring in your Christmas.
HANDEL’S MESSIAH
On Sunday, December 6th at all three Sanctuary
services (8:15, 9:30, 11:00) the Chancel choir
and orchestra will be presenting part one of
Handel’s Messiah. One of the most significant
pieces in all of musical literature is the Messiah
and it will be presented right here in our own
church by our great musicians. There is a ton
of excitement building about this presentation
that you will not want to miss!
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RING AND SING
Our annual Ring and Sing event will be held in
the Great Hall on Sunday, December 13th, at
5:00. This family friendly event is always a blast!
All of our musical groups have an opportunity
to sing and play Christmas favorites both sacred
and secular. Invite your friends and let’s pack
the Great Hall as we laugh and celebrate as a
church family. Last year, Greg Haugen and
Joseph Bradley ended up in tutus, so you never
know what you might see!
CHURCH-WIDE CAROLING
On Wednesday, December 9th, the congregation is invited to join the choir and youth as
we carol in the neighborhood around the
church. This is not just a choir event and
everyone is encouraged to come. Last year, we
saw families that were truly touched by seeing
a group of people come and sing to them at
their home. It really can be a meaningful ministry to people living right in our own
neighborhood that need an uplifting experience. We’ll meet at the choir room at 7:30 pm,
and go caroling from there.
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F U M C A

SPECIAL

NEEDS

MI NI STRY

By: Ellen Bauman
Facilities & Columbarium Coordinator

Building community with persons
living with disability and their families.
What better place than the community of faith
to offer inclusion to all God’s people? A place of
unconditional respect and value. A place that
focuses on our commonalities rather than our
differences. Our most obvious commonality
being children of a loving
God seeking to deepen
that relationship. A community where everybody
belongs. A place where all
are welcome at the table
by the invitation of Jesus.
A place to learn and grow
that enriches our spiritual formation.

highlight of this ministry is Special Needs Vacation Bible School every summer. The newest
addition to our outreach efforts is the “A Look
Ahead” series.

FUMCA is blessed to
have a strong and growing ministry of and for
persons with disabilities.
For many years, families
have enjoyed our respite
care program known as
“First Friday”. Our adults
with disabilities are very involved in the Amazing Grace Sunday School Class. Shining Stars
reaches out to children with disabilities. Another

First Friday is designed to provide parents
with the opportunity to enjoy “date night” or
simply take a break without the expense of
childcare. They bring their children with disabilities and their siblings to the church for a
night of fun in the gym, arts and crafts, and a
movie. During the school year, on the first Friday
evening of each month, our team of volunteers
will spend time with these children. Each child
has a buddy to ensure that their experience is
enjoyable and safe.
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None of these things could happen without
those who support this ministry. The dedicated
volunteers involved in these efforts will tell you
they are blessed beyond measure; they know
the feeling of “being Jesus in skin” to another
person. They also know the warmth that comes
from the heart of those amazing people they
work with. This is evident about the members
of our support team; when they are unable to
be here, they hate to miss it.
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On Sunday mornings, you will find smiling
faces filling the Amazing Grace classroom at 9:30
am. This class of adults is one of the most active
groups in our church. They serve in a variety of
ways with an emphasis on missions: both fundraising and hands on projects. As you attend
worship, your experience may be blessed with a
greeting from one of these adults. Some of them
definitely have the spiritual gifts of hospitality
and evangelism. At 11:00 am, the Shining Stars
class provides a warm, friendly setting for children and youth that includes music, Bible stories
and time to be creative.
Special Needs VBS happens in the evening during
the same week as children’s VBS. This a time when
each participant will be supported by an adult
volunteer with youth volunteers assisting. Sessions
include Bible study, music, arts and crafts, play
time and of course, a big favorite: snack time!

to create the life they dream of: one that offers
hope and possibilities that are sometimes thought
unattainable. With increased awareness, expectation, and opportunity, individuals who live life
with a disability and their families can look ahead
and plan for a bright future. The conference also
offers an opportunity for participants to connect
with others who share similar experiences, hopes,
and dreams.
Our first conference was August 8, 2015 and
was attended by 150 people with the second one
November 14, 2015. Dates for 2016 are the
second Saturday of February, May, August, and
November. For more details about A Look Ahead,
please visit alookaheadseries.com or contact
Ellen Bauman.

A Look Ahead is a free quarterly mini-conference
and information series for families and individuals
living with disability, the people who support them,
and the community at large. This conference series
is a collaboration between First United Methodist
Church of Arlington, The Arc of Northeast Tarrant
County (Arc NETC), Community Now (CN), and
Families for Effective Autism Treatment North
Texas (FEAT-NT) – all non-profit organizations.
Planning for the future concerns most people,
even those who do not live with disability. It can
be frightening and overwhelming. And for people
living with disability, thinking about the future
brings a whole new level of stress and joy others
can rarely comprehend.
These conferences are designed to provide
information and strategies that empower people
A Look Ahead is a free quarterly mini-conference
and information series for families and individuals
living with disability, the people who support
them, and the community at large.

UPCOMING CONFERENCE DATES: FEBRUARY 13 & MAY 14
For more information, visit alookaheadseries.com

arlingtonmethodist.org

Frist Fridays and Amazing Grace
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FORWARD
By: Sean Hale
Director of Music & Worship

s a youth in this church, my favorite event
of the summer was our annual youth choir
tour. We went to locations all over the
country during the years I was a member of Testament. Along the way, we sang in nursing homes,
retirement centers, public venues, and churches.
Those trips helped shape who I am today. Being
surrounded by friends, growing new friendships,
and discovering what it is to spread the gospel
through music changed me. Getting outside of
our community and seeing how others lived and
worshiped across the country opened my eyes to
see the world differently. The tours were an enormous part of my spiritual growth and a large
contributor to why I am in music ministry today.
By: Rev. Rezolia Johnson Roberson
Associate Pastor of Evangelism
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MANY MEMBERS, ONE BODY, ONE WORSHIP!
Did you know that we have six services on
Sunday mornings? There are three Sanctuary
services at 8:15, 9:30, and 11:00 am, Revive
Worship at 11:00 am in the Great Hall, La Jornada at 9:30 am in the Chapel and youth
worship in The Underground at 9:30 am.
Join us for one church-wide worship service
on Sunday, January 10 at 10:45 am in the
Sanctuary, and then for a potluck lunch after
worship in the Great Hall. If you will reflect
back on our Unbinding study, the next step to
take is inviting people to come to church with
you, so bring your friends, family and neighbors so that they can experience the grace and
love of Christ Jesus!
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The only way Testament can do tours is if
people allow them to sing at their facilities and
bring them in to share what God is doing
through them in song. Testament has been
blessed by so many different congregations
across the country throughout the years that
opened their doors to let the choir come and
sing, and we were more than happy to host
another similar group. Thank you to everyone
who donated a sleeping bag or pillow. I know
they enjoyed their stay here. Thank you for
supporting both the Christ UMC youth choir as
well as our very own Testament. By opening our
church doors to them, we allowed the Spirit to
have the opportunity to shape young lives in
our church.

This past July, our church had the opportunity to pay it forward to another youth choir
across the country. The youth choir from Christ
United Methodist Church in Bethel Park, Pennsylvania (just outside of Pittsburgh) came
through as a part of their tour while our own
Testament choir was on a tour of their own. We
hosted the Christ UMC youth choir at FUMC
Arlington and they were able to sing a concert
and then spend the night.
As I watched the choir and got to interact with
them during their time here I was taken back to
my own memories as a youth on choir tours.
Arlington was the last stop on their tour and by
then they had experienced a whole trip’s worth of
bonding, singing, and sharing God’s love. The spirit
of that group was palpable as you heard them sing
and we were certainly blessed to have them here.

arlingtonmethodist.org

Christ UMC Youth Choir from Bethel Park, Pennsylvania, performing in the Sanctuary.
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￼ IT STARTS WITH A

By: Michelle Clark
Director of Mission and Outreach

AND LEADS TO LIVES
THROUGH

JOE GOT INVOLVED IN DRUGS & GANG
VIOLENCE WHEN HE WAS YOUNG.
Now he’s behind bars, but his lifestyle hasn’t
changed. He’s still getting into fights and sneaking drugs. Joe wishes he could shake off the
anger and sober up, but he doesn’t even know
where to begin.

WHY HELP THESE KIDS?
Without your help, Sarah will grow up feeling
abandoned and ashamed. But what if things
could be different? What if you could give
Sarah a gift and a note from her dad so that
she knows he still loves and remembers her?
Through Prison Fellowship, you can.

KATIE WAS RELEASED FROM PRISON THREE
MONTHS AGO.
While incarcerated, she worked hard to become
a better person, and now she’s ready for a fresh
start. But everyone she meets disappears as
soon as they find out about her past. Katie
wonders, “Why won’t anyone give me a chance
to prove I’ve changed?”

On Sunday, November 29, there will be a
Christmas tree located outside the main
office that has Angel tags that represent a real child who lives somewhere
near our church and has an incarcerated parent. They may live with
their mom or dad, grandparent,
foster family, or extended
family and go to school in
the Arlington community.

SARAH’S DAD IS IN PRISON HOURS AWAY,
AND HER MOM IS STRUGGLING TO MAKE
ENDS MEET FOR THEM.
Sarah sits alone at lunch and on the bus so the
other kids won’t ask her why they’ve never seen
her dad. She feels so lonely and wonders every day
if her dad still loves her. She misses him so much.
THESE AREN’T JUST STORIES.
Prison Fellowship meets people in these situations every day. Chances are you’ve met them
too. The 700,000 men and women that our
criminal justice system releases from prison
each year return to communities around the
country—including yours. The numbers are
staggering. But this one is particularly overwhelming: there are 2.7 million children with
a parent in prison.

You just pick the tag
that appeals to you,
shop for the gift (clothing or toy) and return
it unwrapped to the
church office by the
date specified. These
children will then come
to a party where they hear
about the love and grace of
Jesus Christ and receive the
gifts on behalf of their incarcerated
parent. Volunteers will shepherd the
families at the party and get to know them.
Won’t you join us in being part sharing the Good
News to these children?

HOW CAN I HELP THESE KIDS? Purchase a gift, volunteer to help wrap and assemble presents,
attend the party and meet the child & family, or assist with delivering gifts to those who cannot
come to the party. To volunteer, please contact Michelle Clark, Director of Mission and Outreach.
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2015

A YEAR IN PHOTOS

2015 has been a busy year! Catch up on all the photos you missed at
facebook.com/FUMCArlington, and follow us so you don’t miss out in 2016.
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Advent

AU GUST—NOVEM BER

SERMON SERIES & EVENTS

ADVENT SERMON SERIES: "FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH"
NOVEMBER 29

“The Day is Coming”
Jeremiah 33:14-16
CAROL BENNETT
& JOHN BENNETT

JULIAN & AURELIA CEJA
WITH JULISA & AARON

KENNY & SHERRY COOMES

RICHARD FURR

DECEMBER 6

"Messiah" Choir
Presentation
Luke 3:1-6

DECEMBER 13
"Filled With
Expectation"
Luke 3:7-18

DECEMBER 20

“We Are Blessed”
Luke 1:39-55

REVIVE ADVENT SETUP & POTLUCK
NOVEMBER 29| 12:00–2:00 PM | GREAT HALL
Following worship the first Sunday of Advent, the Revive Service will setup the Great Hall for the Advent
and Christmas seasons, while having a potluck lunch.

ADA FONSECA

ULDA & BORIS GUITERREZ
WITH IVAN

STEPHANIE MORALES WITH
GIOVANNI, JOSEPH,
KARINA, & RAFAELA

CLAUDIA & DANIEL
PALOMARES
WITH MARCOS & CESAR

FAMILY ADVENT FESTIVAL*
DECEMBER 2 | 6:00–8:00 PM | GREAT HALL
Visit sites in Bethlehem while making crafts, playing
games, eating pizza, & decorating cookies. Price of
admission is $10 per family.
ARLINGTON PARADE OF LIGHTS*
DECEMBER 5 | 5:30–8:00 PM
Members of our congregation are invited to ride on
our church's float to represent our church. We will
meet at the church in front of the chapel and walk
to the float.

JOSE QUEZADA WITH LESLIE

KENDRA RILEY WITH
ETHAN, LOGAN, & EMMA

AUDREY TURKISON

NOT PICTURED:
SARAH & IVAN BLAND
ROBERT & MARY WARD
BYRON & AMY LAASKO
WITH SOPHIA (BAPTISM)
BRYAN & LINDSEY JONES
WITH BECKETT &
LANDON (BAPTISM)
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MARILYN TURKSON WITH
ISIAH KOFFI-TURKSON

e to
Welcom

FUMCA!

KATIE & TOM MASSIMI WITH
EVERLY ANNE (BAPTISM)

CHOIR PRESENTATION: MESSIAH
DECEMBER 6 | SANCTUARY SERVICES
The Chancel Choir and orchestra will present Part
One of Handel’s Messiah in worship. This will be a
special morning you won’t want to miss!
CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT*
DECEMBER 6 | 5:00–6:00 PM | GREAT HALL
Our yearly Christmas pageant in the Great Hall.
Sign up your child to participate in their Sunday
School class. There will be a potluck dinner following the pageant.

*Register online at arlingtonmethodist.org
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DECEMBER 24

Christmas Eve Services : 4, 6, 8 & 11 pm

“From Heaven to Earth”
Luke 2:1-20

DECEMBER 27

“Love Came Down at Christmas”
Colossians 3:12-17
CHURCH-WIDE CAROLING*
DECEMBER 9 | 7:30–8:30 PM | CHOIR ROOM
Meet in the choir room and join with the Chancel
Choir and the youth as we go into our immediate
neighborhood to spread Christmas joy to those who
live in our community!
AWAY WE GO!
DECEMBER 13 | 10 AM–2 PM
Catered lunch in the banquet room and matinee performance of White Christmas at Theatre Arlington.
Cost is $25, sign up in the front office.
CHRISTMAS RING & SING
DECEMBER 13 | 5:00–6:00 PM | GREAT HALL
A fun-filled musical evening of carol singing and
jingle bell ringing, as well as performances by Children's Choirs, Testament Youth Choir, Center313
and Youth Praise Bands. Bring jingle bells to ring!
CONTAGIOUS CHRISTMAS JOY LADIES NIGHT OUT *
DECEMBER 14 | 6:00-8:00 PM | BANQUET ROOM
What better time of year to stop and celebrate the
JOY that Jesus' birth brings to us all!
SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE AND HEALING
DECEMBER 20 | 4:00-5:00 PM | CHAPEL
A contemplative time of music and prayers.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
DECEMBER 24 | 4, 6, 8 & 11 PM | SANCTUARY
Join us for Christmas Eve worship with candles and
communion. Services times are at 4:00, 6:00, 8:00
& 11:00 pm.
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BEGINNING NOVEMBER 29

