
 1 

Epiphany Series: “God Shows the Way” 
“Do You See What I See?” John 2:1-12  

20 January 2013: 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 “In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but 
the silence of our friends.” 

—Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929—1968)— 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 
was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When 
the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, "They have no wine." 4 And 
Jesus said to her, "Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has 
not yet come." 5 His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." 6 Now 
standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each 
holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them "Fill the jars with water." And 
they filled them up to the brim. 8 He said to them, "Now draw some out, and take it 
to the chief steward." So they took it.  
 
9  When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know 
where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the 
steward called the bridegroom 10  and said to him, "Everyone serves the good wine 
first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have 
kept the good wine until now." 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of 
Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 12 After this he 
went down to Capernaum with his mother, his brothers, and his disciples; and they 
remained there a few days (John 2:1-12). 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
 

We all know that John is the fourth gospel and is not merely a 

sequential account Jesus’ life as other three Gospels seem to be. Instead 

John employs what he calls “signs” when telling Jesus’ story. Note that 

John 20:31 tells us: “these [signs] are written so that you may come to 

believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 

believing you may have life in his name.”  

Today our reading suggests Jesus’ resurrection and glorification (see: 

“on the third day”). The “mother of Jesus” (in John she is never called by 

her name) also appears here for the first time and the last time at the 

cross. Both times, Jesus calls her “Woman” (v. 4), a title roughly 

equivalent to Madam or Ma’am today. 
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Why we might ask why does Jesus speak words that seem so curt, 

but these words are simply a first century expression. Jesus merely says 

that situation is not important except that Jesus’ ministry will be guided 

only by his Father’s will (“my hour . . .”). Mary’s words in v. 5 imply she 

believes Jesus, just as she later follows him to the cross.  

Jesus has the servants fill the water jars completely with water (“to 

the brim”). Earlier in Isaiah’s prophecy, a marriage image of Yahweh to 

God’s people signify or “is a sign of” the completion of God’s purpose.  

The abundance of good wine represents the joy accompanying closing the 

end of human history. Perhaps you remember several prophetic books 

including Isaiah prophesying that God tells us: “I am doing a new thing.” 

Just for the record, there are seven signs in the Gospel of John—

miracles or public actions that reveal Jesus’ identity to both the Jewish 

and Gentile world. The seven signs are: 

    The changing of water into wine (2:1-12) 
    The cleansing of the Temple (2:13-25) 
    Two healings—the Galilean official's son (4:46-54) and the man by the pool (5:1-9) 
    The feeding of the 5,000 (6:1-14) 
    Walking on the sea (6:16-21) 
    The healing of a blind man (9:1-12) 
    The raising of Lazarus from the dead (11:1-44) 
 

Each of the signs reveals something about being human and invite us 

to assume a role of persons Jesus encounters. Some scholars believe this 

is why, in several cases, these people remain unnamed. The man by the 

pool, the boy at the feeding of the 5,000, the Galilean official and his son, 

the blind man—these people all presumably had names. But we will 

never know what they were. We are to fill in the blank with our own 
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name. It may well be that John leaves them unnamed to make it easier 

for listeners to step into their space to stand with them in the experience 

of the scene (Thanks to Alyce Mackenzie’s blog Edgy Exegesis for this insight). 

Have you ever stepped on a “toy transformer” in the middle of the 

night? This occurrence will make you think of “Sunday school words.” To 

bring you up to date on toys for little boys, transformers are a line of toys 

produced by Hasbro Toys. The idea behind the Transformers toy-line is 

that an individual toy’s parts can be shifted about to change it from a 

vehicle, a device, or an animal, to a robot action figure and back again. 

The taglines "More Than Meets the Eye" and "Robots in Disguise" reflect 

this ability. One thing I know is that when stepped on a transformer in 

the dark of night it seemed particularly sharp and painful. 

 Only in the Gospel of John do we read that Jesus said: “I have come 

that they might have life and have it more abundantly.” We might 

suggest that this is what the sign/miracle at Cana is all about. It is 

about taking something good and making it better! Jesus takes water—

life’s basic necessity—and changes it into wine. Of course we know that 

wine is the symbol of more that just life—it is a symbol/sign of 

abundant, joyous, and celebrative life. Wine from the view of scripture is 

a symbol of joy, affection, festivity, and abundance. In transforming 

water to wine—ensuring the wedding celebration continues—Jesus 

reveals his mission. Jesus has come to transform the world. 

Sometimes think of transformation about making the good even better. 
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As the church of Jesus, we pray for people to be transformed. We 

want the transformation of decent individuals into not just decent 

people, but the very persons God created us to become.  

I want all of us to notice something remarkable. The most important 

signs/symbols of the Christian life are of transformation—the caterpillar 

into a butterfly and death into life. Jesus took a cross, a symbol of shame 

and dishonor, and by his death/resurrection remade (re-symbolized) the 

cross into a sign of hope.  

May God take our lives and make us signs/symbols that love is 

superior to hate and that hope is superior to despair. These are the ends 

of the quest and mission of Jesus that we hope and pray that we all 

make together. And remember we all pulling together for all of us on 

every step of our quest.  
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