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1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that 
is in Christ Jesus, 2 To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the 
Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 3 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear 
conscience, as my ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night 
and day. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am 
reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your 
mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6 For this reason I remind you to rekindle 
the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; 7 for God did not give 
us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 

8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join 
with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 9 who saved us and called 
us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and 
grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10 but it has now 
been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 For this gospel I was appointed 
a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12 and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not 
ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able 
to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. 13 Hold to the standard of sound 
teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 
Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us (2 

Timothy 1:1-14).

Grandmother Lois and mother Eunice passed the faith on to the next generation—

in this case in the person of Timothy. He was a protégé or understudy of the Apostle 

Paul. Lois’ name means “agreeable” or “desirable.” Paul praises her in this lesson 

today as one who passed on the mantle of faith to both her daughter and her 

grandson. Lois was a devout Jew and no doubt instructed her daughter and grandson 

in the Hebrew scriptures. They lived in Lystra surrounded by Greeks, who worshipped 

Greek idols, and yet Lois raised a daughter who loved God and a grandson shaped by 

Christ.

Eunice’s name derives from “Nike”, the Greek goddess of victory. Acts 16:1 tells 

us that that Eunice married a gentile, a non-believer, and they had a son whom they 
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named Timothy. It is likely that during Paul’s first visit to Lystra that he introduced 

Lois, Eunice, and Timothy to the Christian faith. Note here that others helped Timothy 

come to faith. 

This teaching within a relationship implies that our faith is incarnational. We, 

of course, believe in God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, but God reveals these truths in 

the life, words, and actions of living, breathing people. A key personality in our lives 

bought nearly every person in this sanctuary to faith. In our time of cultural turmoil 

and angst we need to be able to pass on this gift of faith to those who come behind us. 

AND—we can wait too late.

In a letter to William Allen White, General Douglas MacArthur wrote these 

heartfelt words about warfare which pertain to offering faith to others:
The history of failure in war can be summed up in two words: Too late. Too late 
in comprehending the deadly purpose of a potential enemy; too late in realizing 
the mortal danger; too late in preparedness; too late in uniting all possible forces 
for resistance, too late in standing with one’s friends (William Manchester, American Caesar: 

Douglas MacArthur 1880-1964, Little, Brown & Company, 1978, pp.182-183).

 Several small groups in our church have been studying what teenage faith 

is trying to tell the church? In part, one answer suggests that adults are living a 

lukewarm Christianity that young people are imitating. Teenagers are like all people 

who want to have faith that helps them fit in, makes them successful, and helps 

them do well while doing good. One of our problems with the 21st American church 

is that Jesus did not teach this and the early church did not live this way either. The 

faith that teens have looks very much like the faith of their parents. It’s not shaking 

up their lives in any discernible way. Many youngsters claim they are Christian, but 

many studies indicate that few of them think it really matters.

The gospel contends that our lives and our futures belong to God, but at the same 

time God calls us to participate in God’s movement through history.  In other words, 

God could work alone, but instead God calls each of us to participate in moving the 

world toward God’s future. So human action is God’s remarkable gift to us—we can 
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make a difference. The way we make a difference is to share a trust and belief that, 

despite present problems, the world is going in a good direction—and that I have a 

part to play in getting it there. We may share it with one person—even a youngster—

or we may share it with thousands—but it is our gift to manage. Jesus came not as a 

doctrine, not as a set of beliefs, not as a bunch of rules, or not as anything other than 

the very incarnation of God. We can be that—in a limited way for others—if we chose 

to.

 “Where there is no vision, the people perish” (Proverbs 29:18, KJV). My prayer 

for our church is that we can take the long view of faith. Perhaps the most urgent 

question of our day is not “will our children have faith,” but rather “will our faith have 

children?” What we decide today influences tomorrow. But we can always remember 

that as Christians we have a great power to draw from. We do not act out our faith 

alone. We act by God’s spirit. We have the presence of Jesus Christ. Thus, we never 

act alone. To celebrate this memory that gives us confidence for tomorrow may we 

remember Timothy and how his family and community raised him with God’s help. 

And also remember that as you come to this communion table, that one person can 

make all the difference!! Amen.

David Neil Mosser, FUMC of Arlington, TX 76011
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