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Today we celebrate Christ the King Sunday, the last Sunday of the Church 

Year. Also called the Reign of Christ Sunday, this day concludes our annual worship 

journey that tells the story of Jesus. This Sunday bridges one worship year with 

another as next week—Advent 1—begins a new worship year of expectation and hope. 

As we navigate Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost each helps 

the church tell Jesus’ story. Our lesson today may seem odd, but it speaks to the 

ironic crowning of Jesus as the King of the Jews. We also use this text on Good Friday. 

In fact, three of Jesus’ Last Seven words from the cross are from Luke 23. Hear the 

day’s lesson.
33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive 
them; for they do not know what they are doing.”] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 
35 And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved 
others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers 
also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37 and saying, “If you are the 
King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the 
King of the Jews.” 

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you 
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you 
not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed 
have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this 
man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise” (Luke 

23:33-43).

 Luke’s lesson offers one of the Bible’s multitude ways of “telling the truth 

slant.” Luke uses, in verse 38, the ironic title “This is the King of the Jews.” Irony (Gk: 

eiron) is essentially “one who hedges in speech” or “says less than one thinks.” Often 

irony states one thing but really means something else, even opposite from the words’ 
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literal meaning. An ironic statement is often self-evident to those who understand a 

statement’s context. When a Hollywood casting director rejected Ronald Regan for 

an acting part for the president, he supplies a prophetically ironic statement: “Regan 

doesn’t have the presidential look.” Irony is indirect and hearers commonly hear it 

as sarcasm. Yet when Luke notes Jesus’ title, irony occurs as the Romans use the 

inscription to ridicule Jesus. Still the inscription declares a truth absolutely—Jesus is 

King! Another case of biblical irony is Jonah’s preaching to a Nineveh Jonah detests 

(Jonah 3). Jonah’s sermon is a weak seven word attempt because he does not want 

Nineveh to repent—yet “the people of Nineveh believed God” (3:5).

 As “stewards of God’s mysteries” (1 Corinthians 4:1), we handle sacred 

truth. On occasion we disclose truth in plain ways. Yet life’s situations crop up in 

which truth’s fierce honesty is too severe for humans to abide. Often a person who 

needs such truth is not mentally or emotionally prepared to receive it. When such 

circumstances arise, then we do well to pursue Emily Dickinson’s suggestion in a 

poem which bears as a title the first line: “Tell all the Truth but tell it slant.” She 

implies that at times we express truth indirectly in order for others to accept it. We tell 

the truth whispering at times; other occasions call for us to shout the truth “from the 

housetops” (Luke 12:3).

 The Bible bursts with irony—Moses, the “slow of tongue,” becomes God’s 

mouthpiece (Exodus 4:10), Rahab, a foreign prostitute, saves Israel’s spies (Joshua 6:25), 

and Judas betrays Jesus with love’s most famous kiss (Luke 22:47-48). At times irony 

reveals God’s power working through imperfect, fallible human creatures. But 

sometimes irony declares truth too painful not to tell “slant.”

 Christian stewards manage Holy Scripture. Because Scripture so regularly 

employs irony, we need to grasp that part of our stewardship task as interpreters of 

God’s word recognizes the Bible’s unique way of sharing truth. Mostly the Bible tells 

its story in a direct manner. But in astonishing ways, the Bible tells the truth “slant.” 
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For example, when the Bible’ addresses love, Paul will write simply, “Love is patient; 

love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude” (1 Corinthians 13:4-5). 

John’s epistle reminds believers to love in fairly crystal clear ways: “Let us love, not 

in word or speech, but in truth and action” (1 John 3:18). On occasion, Scripture needs 

more flair. Perhaps as stewards of Holy Scripture, we believers need to be as “wise as 

serpents and innocent as doves” (Matthew 10:16). As stewards of God’s word we need to 

know when each kind of reading is required to arrive at truth.

 For stewards this is a critical distinction because we live in a culture that is 

“me-first” oriented and takes inordinate pride in the possessions that we control. As 

stewards the most faithful way for us to respond to the gospel is to live as if we really 

believed that God owns everything. To live as obedient stewards is a profession of 

faith. To live as if God’s ownership matters entails a life of discipleship—and perhaps 

us being stewards of irony. If we can live this way, then we will raise eyebrows—

perhaps even God’s eyebrows.

Amy Grant is a Thanksgiving baby. That gave her the day as “a reminder to be 

thankful for being alive.” I read that Amy Grant describes an important truth in life: 

Giving opens the way to receiving. It is easy to focus on what gets taken from us. It is 

easy to look at giving as something we give up, but think of it in a practical way: when 

we give something we have made room for something more, something new. Our giving 

is an act of trust that God will provide. We shouldn’t go through life expecting quid pro 

quo (Latin: “this for that”). God doesn’t work that way.  

Yet, a giving spirit means that we understand there is blessing that comes from 

being a blessing. It opens us to the good things God offers all the time. Life is like 

a river. It was flowing before it got to us. It will flow after us. The question is: do 

we contribute to the flow? We can try to dam it up and save as much as we can for 

ourselves, but that takes a lot of energy. Or, we can see that a significant purpose in 

life is letting the river of blessings, grace and love just flow through us and therefore 
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find enjoyment being in the flow (paraphrase from Rob Fuquay, St. Luke’s UMC, Indianapolis, IN: 25 

October 2013).

  And don’t ever forget the irony in Luke quoting Paul quoting Jesus who said: “It 

is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).

David Neil Mosser, FUMC of Arlington, TX 76011
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