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“Geography is just physics slowed down, with a couple of trees stuck in it”
    (Terry Pratchett, The Last Continent).

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Three items:

1) Jean’s book: A Word from Brother Jean

2) Volunteers: We need adult volunteers for VBS this summer. Signup is online and can be 
found at arlingtonmethodist.org/summer. July 28–August 1 | 9 am–12 pm | PreK 4–6 
Grade.

Third Item: Annual Conference: We stand at a crossroads in the United Methodist Church. 
The ongoing debate over homosexuality continues to divide us. One side believes that the 
practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching. The other side believes 
that scriptures related to homosexuality are like scriptures related to the subordination of 
women, violence or the acceptance and regulation of slavery, reflecting the values of the times 
in which the scriptures were written more than the timeless will of God. I pastor people of each 
opinion—and many other opinions that I do not necessarily share.

Every four years United Methodists meet for General Conference, devoting much time and 
energy to the debate over homosexuality.  We leave General Conference more divided than ever. 
Some, believing the current policies of our denomination regarding homosexuals are unjust 
and do not reflect God’s will, call for a reversal of the Disciplinary language restricting the 
rights of gay and lesbian people to marry or be ordained. Others suggest that if this were ever 
to happen, they would have no choice but to leave the denomination.  

United Methodist congregations already hold different views on how to interpret the scriptures 
related to homosexuality. They also have different ways of being in ministry with gay and 
lesbian people. What makes us United Methodists is not our position on homosexuality, but a 
core set of theological, missional, and ministry convictions.

So do not panic as this is an issue being discussed in the US military, law enforcement, the 
insurance industry, the legislature, scouting, educational platforms, and virtually every aspect 
of our society. To not understand that this is not just a church issue is to fail to grasp the 
depth of this issue for us and others. Thus, use your judgment when reading about this and 
know this discussion has been going on since at least 1972.

++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Hear the day’s lesson from Genesis 1:1-15:

1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the 
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crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 
each. 

7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it 
that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our 
own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, 
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 
wine.”

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who 
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 
suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

17’In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams. 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they 
shall prophesy. 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and 
fire, and smoky mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming 
of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved’” 
(Acts 2:1-21).

 The day of Pentecost has come; it is now fifty days since Easter. The way 

Luke reports Pentecost makes it a milestone in the redemption story. Thus, 

we may recall other Luke transitions: Luke 2:6, “When the time had come 

for her to deliver her child . . .” and Luke 9:51, “When the days drew near for 

him to be taken up . . .” (Luke 9:51). These occasions too are markers, and with 

corresponding language.

The coming of the Holy Spirit also marks a kind of fulfillment—a transition. 

As we likewise know—language can be a measure of fulfillment. Couples in 

love that want to “take it to the next level” may speak or hear the words, “Will 

you marry me?” What graduating student has not fantasized about this week’s 

appropriate words: “I present the graduating class of 2014?” Language marks 

transitions and makes things happen for all of us—and this includes the faith 

journey. Language for some is easy, while for others difficult. Nonetheless 
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one way or another speaking spirit-language is a large slice of our Christian 

heritage. 

In the second grade, my mother thought it would be a good idea for me to 

learn Spanish. My follow up, however, was not as good as her idea. In high 

school, my counselor thought it would be a good idea to take French. My follow 

up, however, was not as good as his idea. When I was in college, my advisor 

said I had to take a language or not graduate. It was my idea to take Russian. 

I’m still not certain whether or not my follow up was better or worse than the 

original notion.

 Perhaps, a reason I botched language study was that language is 

incrementally learned. Thursday’s lesson builds on Wednesday’s lesson, 

and Wednesday’s lesson, in turn, builds on Tuesday’s lesson. Language, 

and mathematics are disciplines that take no longer to master than other 

knowledge, but we must study them in a steady process of knowledge-building. 

Each of us has heard the Acts story of Pentecost many times. 

Consequently, we know few texts better than Acts 2. We recognize that a major 

influence of Acts 2 is a Pentecostal faith-language highlighted by, “As they were 

all together in one place, divided by nationality and race, suddenly they were 

all able to understand numerous other languages.” God’s spirit made Pentecost 

happen. The Spirit appeared to the eyes as tongues as of flames of fire, but also 

sounded like the rush of a mighty wind. The many “known” languages undid 

the Tower of Babel’s story (see Genesis 11).

The day of Pentecost reminds us how we were before God brought us 

together.  Certainly the disciples “were all together in one place.” But they were 

like “sheep which have no shepherd” (Numbers 27:17, 2 Chronicles 18:16, Matthew 9:36, and Mark 
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6:34). Beyond this, the twelve and other random followers were mostly afraid, 

confused, and paralyzed by not knowing what to do next. Or as one of my 

newest best friends and critics has offered me a second opinion: “They weren’t 

hiding, petrified. They were faithfully waiting.” Well . . . whatever . . . in any 

event suddenly this jumbled group of believers, wavering perhaps near unbelief 

or at least with little assurance in what God’s future held for them, experienced 

something extraordinary. They understood one another. No other force could 

unite a group this diverse as the Holy Spirit did that day of Pentecost.

 The same is true I suppose today too. Only God’s spirit can unite people 

like us. Like a mother who seems to be the only one in the house that can get 

all the children pulling in the same direction, so too does the spirit do this for 

us as well. Even the lofty theologian Paul valued the mother-son relationship, 

writing: “Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; and greet his mother—a mother to 

me also” (Romans 16:13). St. Cyprian said as well as any when he stated: “He can 

no longer have God for his Father who has not the Church for his mother” (De 

unitate ecclesiae, vi.). Thank God for the Holy Spirit that takes a group of random 

individuals and then crafts, shapes, and forms us into the Body of Christ—the 

household of faith.

 The task of learning the whole language of faith, both in its joy and in 

its sorrow, is difficult. There should be no argument about this difficulty! The 

day of Pentecost, however, reminds us that it is God who sends the spirit upon 

the people. Speaking faith language is not dependent upon our own strength 

or wisdom, but rather our faith-language God offers as a precious gift—given, 

received, and used by people in the community of faith—for the whole people of 

God.
David Neil Mosser, FUMC, Arlington, TX 76011
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