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“In the beginning the Universe was created. 

This has made a lot of people very angry 
and has been widely regarded as a bad move”—Douglas Adams (1952-2001). 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Hear the day’s lesson from Genesis 1:1-15:

1 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept 
over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 
And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 
God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day. 6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of 
the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and 
separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. 
And it was so. 

8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second 
day. 9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, 
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the 
waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then 
God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every 
kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought 
forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit 
with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there 
was morning, the third day. 14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky 
to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days 
and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” 
And it was so (Genesis 1:1-15) . . . 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it 
was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day (1:31).

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

A young boy once asked his father, “Dad, why does the wind blow?” The father 
responded, “I don’t know, son.”

“Dad, where do the clouds come from?” “I’m not sure, son.” 
“Dad, what makes a rainbow?” “No idea, son.”
“Dad, do you mind me asking you all these questions?” 
‘Not at all, son; how else are you going to learn?”
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Here is another question that many people may have either implicitly 

thought about or explicitly asked through their years of Christian faith: How 

does creation story inform and enrich my faith? Many scholars believe 

today’s text was part of the exiled Hebrew’s worship ritual. When Jerusalem fell 

in 587 BCE, the Babylonians took Israel’s top leaders to Babylon. Psalm 137 

tells us that the exiles sang, “By the rivers of Babylon . . . we wept when we 

remembered Zion” (Psalm 137:1). With both temple and land gone, Israel faced a 

trying time. The exiled people asked why God deserted them. Genesis 1 helped 

them face this malady. The affirmation is that God rules the created world and 

by the way this is a “confession of faith” and not a post-enlightenment scientific 

account.

Verse 1 describe God’s majesty and suggests God creates out of nothing. 

“God created the heavens and the earth.” God created creation’s “stuff.” Many 

Bible readers subscribe to this reading: God created from nothing. Verse 2 

offers a seemingly contradictory understanding as it reads, “the earth was 

a formless void.” This account implies that there was already “something” 

for God to fashion. The writer intends both meanings as the author is more 

interested in God as creator than how God created. The faith confession is God 

is creator. Today we affirm that “God creates and is creating”, as one of our 

creeds reads (Canada). The writer meant both meanings.

 For exiles torn from temple and land this confession reminds Israel that 

it worships a sovereign God “in a foreign land.” No matter where the exiles 

worship, they trust their God who rules creation! For dejected people, this is an 

avowal of trust. Day one of creation reminds the faithful that God is absolute. 

If we trust God at creation, then we can trust God at creation’s end. The text 
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also says, “God saw that the light was good.” Creation’s goodness is a constant 

refrain in Genesis 1. If this is the way the world began in God’s imagination, 

then we can expect superb things from God.

 Another question we might ask is: How does God’s created order 

encourage the faith? Many believers call our Bible “the Word of God.” We 

notice in today’s lesson the power of God’s creative word. The Genesis writer 

uses the phrases “And God said” or “God called” to describe God’s creative 

acts. God’s word structures creation. Thus, God’s power is displayed in God’s 

creative word. God’s words create, enable, and establish. In creation’s day 

two and three, God separates the sky, earth, and seas through the spoken 

word. God also calls forth vegetation to cover the earth. God’s purpose for the 

vegetation appears in verses 29-30. Later, John’s Gospel depicts Jesus as God’s 

new creative agent: “And the Word became flesh and lived among us . . . we 

have seen his glory . . . full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).

 God affirms creation’s goodness. This is an important stamp upon 

creation: it is fashioned without flaw. We often see life as imperfect and we 

regularly need a reminder that life is good as God spoke it into being. Creation 

is good for it is God’s promise. God gives people a perfectly ordered world. This 

is a word of hope that when we experience life’s imperfections, they deviate 

from God’s original intent. Creation’s perfection gives believers a way to 

measure life. Deprived of land and temple, the Israelite exiles worshipped God 

in Babylon and recalled God’s good creation. They remembered that they were 

God’s children. Today, when we suffer, the worship of other gods is tempting.

Israel’s exile worship also confessed hope in God’s harmony for perfect 

order. In our text, creation has an obvious structure. The phrase “there was 
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evening and there was morning, the second [third] day” provides creation a 

predictable order. The “Word of God,” the goodness of creation, and the accord 

of creation helped the exiles and us place faith in God who created an ordered 

universe.

 If we skip much of the rest of Genesis 1 and look at creation’s sixth 

day, we note that God creates “things” or “stuff” and we notice God’s created 

order. We may judge it is fitting to save the best for last. Some read Genesis 

1 this way—human beings are Creation’s crown—and a crown for “the living 

creatures of every kind.” This reading, I think, is the intention of the Genesis 

1 writer. Chapter two reverses creation’s order and, in a sense, “provides a 

second opinion” on creation’s order of importance.

 The Genesis stories are much older than any sort of science. We esteem 

the biblical writers that even as primitive thinkers, they anticipated in a 

remarkable and accurate way the animal world’s hierarchy. Because God 

creates human beings last, it seems that God directs the human beings have 

dominion. From time to time, dominion meant that we are to dictatorially 

manage creation. Yet, in Christ’s teachings we understand the charge to the 

man/woman to till and keep the earth as stewards (chapter two) means dominion 

is really caretaking of creation—not just to rule over it.

 This day remember the promise of God. Today is about Jesus Christ, but 

it is also about the God who has made Christ become flesh and dwell among 

us. From the first verse of our scripture when it reads, “In the beginning when 

God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1) to its very last verse that 

reads, “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen” (Revelation 

22:21), know that God is with you.
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 And if you don’t know scripture too well, or if you are prone to forget the 

wonder of God, repeat these words slowly and deliberately, for they summarize 

the totality of our God: “God is great, God is good; Let us thank him . . . .”  

Amen.

David N. Mosser, FUMC, Arlington, Texas 76011
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