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“Learning Curve”
Preaching Text: Mark 1:14-20 

“A little learning is a dangerous thing but a lot of ignorance is just as bad”
-(Bob Edwards).

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We have been faithful in paying our benevolence/apportionments monthly for 11 consecutive years. 

In 2014 the Finance Committee committed to reducing our debt by making additional principal payments 
monthly. In 2014 an additional $47,000 was applied to principal—a significant saving on interest.

In 2013 we launched our Capital Campaign titled “We’re Here for Good.” To date we have received over 
$925,000 for Capital Projects; these gifts were both pledged and unpledged. In addition we received 
$585,000 in grants to offset the Street Project.

With your gifts to the Capital Campaign:
• The Sanctuary was completely redone from floors to ceiling and nearly every area in between. 
• Lighting, heating and air-conditioning in the Vandergriff Chapel was updated.
• Construction on North Street and the new Sanctuary plaza was completed in the spring.
• The fire panel was replaced and alarm system was updated; additional warning capabilities, such 
as strobes and sirens, in the Sanctuary and classrooms were added.
• A portion of the heating and air-conditioning system was updated; some of our units were over 50 
years old.  

I deeply appreciate your pledges and 2nd mile gifts. They funded: The Capital Campaign, DNOW, Youth 
Stock Sales, UMCOR, and Operation Christmas Child, just to name a few of over a hundred. We hit our 
targets for 2014 and were steady in our 2nd mile giving. Thank you for your generosity!

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

In today’s story, after the wilderness temptation Jesus returns to Galilee and preaches that 

“the time is fulfilled.” This means that the fixed and crucial time for God’s action has arrived. 

In addition, Jesus proclaims that “the kingdom of God has come near” suggesting the final era 

of history is in sight. Mark’s entire Gospel expands on the verse that reads: “repent and believe 

in the good news.” In vv. 16-20, Jesus calls the first four disciples. They immediately leave their 

previous vocations and follow Jesus. Jesus expresses his command in their vocational terms, i.e. “I 
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will make you fish . . .” (v. 17). Jesus’ call was so persuasive that no preparation or getting used to 

the idea was necessary; the first disciples required little or no deliberation to make a wholehearted 

commitment. The word “immediately” (used 27 times in Mark’s Gospel—NRSV] characterizes this Gospel. 

These persons called gave up security and family (“left their father”, v. 20) to devote themselves to Christ’s 

mission. Hear the day’s lesson:
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15 and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.”

16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into 
the sea—for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for 
people.” 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 As he went a little farther, he saw 
James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20 Immediately 
he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him (Mark 

1:14-20).

 Today I would like to guide us through this text with three questions that come originally 

from Professor Dick Murray: What does this text tell us about God, about people, and about the 

relationship between God and people?

 What does this text tell us about God?

 This scripture lesson tells us that God has good news. This is what Jesus came to Galilee 

to do: Jesus “proclaimed the good news (gospel) of God” and “that the Kingdom of God had come 

near.” Why is good news important? This is a real and lively question for people today. Part of our 

learning curve is to figure out our place in the world. Can we overcome hurdles that prevent our 

living life abundantly? And yet those hurdles seem at times overwhelming. In Psychology Today 

(Mar 22, 2012) Karl Albrecht wrote an article “The (Only) 5 Fears We All Share.” These five basic 

fears manufacture almost all of our other so-called fears. To summarize Albrecht:
    Extinction—the fear of annihilation, of ceasing to exist. This is a more fundamental way to express it than 
just calling it “fear of death.” The idea of no longer being arouses a primary existential anxiety in all normal 
humans. Consider that panicky feeling you get when you look over the edge of a high building.
    Mutilation—the fear of losing any part of our precious bodily structure; the thought of having our body’s 
boundaries invaded, or of losing the integrity of any organ, body part, or natural function. Anxiety about 
animals, such as bugs, spiders, snakes, and other creepy things arises from fear of mutilation.
    Loss of Autonomy—the fear of being immobilized, paralyzed, restricted, enveloped, overwhelmed, entrapped, 
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imprisoned, smothered, or otherwise controlled by circumstances beyond our control. In physical form, it’s 
commonly known as claustrophobia, but it also extends to our social interactions and relationships.
    Separation—the fear of abandonment, rejection, and loss of connectedness; of becoming a non-person—
not wanted, respected, or valued by anyone else. The “silent treatment,” when imposed by a group, can have a 
devastating psychological effect on its target.
    Ego-death—the fear of humiliation, shame, or any other mechanism of profound self-disapproval that 
threatens the loss of integrity of the Self; the fear of the shattering or disintegration of one’s constructed sense of 
lovability, capability, and worthiness (Karl Albrecht).

Some other emotions we know by various popular names are simply pseudonyms for these 

chief fears. If you track them down to their most basic levels, the basic fears show through. 

Jealousy, for example, is an expression of the fear of separation, or devaluation: “She’ll value him 

more than she values me.” At its extreme, it can express the fear of ego-death: “I’ll be a worthless 

person.” Envy functions the same way.

Some of our fears, of course, have basic survival value. Yet, others are learned reflexes that 

can be weakened or re-learned. The good news or gospel that God offers us in Jesus is a realistic 

perspective—or at least a sense of life shared. All people become anxious at times. Nonetheless, 

faith, trust, and belief in God help us address our anxieties in healthy and perhaps helpful ways.

What does this text tell us about people?

 People can choose the important if given the chance. Too often we fall into the trap of 

thinking that just because something is urgent that it is important. We can easily be guided by 

the “urgent but not important.” Too often we often manage our lives this way—we will ask what 

needs to be attended to right now, and then focus on dealing with that task just because it’s due 

today, even if it’s trivial compared to a much more important thing. The disciples chose to follow 

Jesus—based on importance.

 I like the story that Owne Wister, an old friend of Teddy Roosevelt’s, was visiting him 

at the White House. Roosevelt’s daughter Alice kept running in and out of the room until Wister 

asked if there wasn’t something Roosevelt could do to control her.
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“Well,” said Roosevelt, “I can do one of two things. I can be President of the United States or 

I can control Alice; I cannot possibly do both” (Bits & Pieces, December 9, 1993, p. 16).

 None of us has thirty-hour days and most of us daily leave a trail of unfinished tasks. 

Unanswered letters, unvisited friends, unwritten articles, and unread books haunt quiet moments 

when we stop to evaluate. We think we desperately need relief. 

What the gospel does for us is offer a perspective. It asks us to make sure we are interrupted 

by something worthy of our lives. It reminds us not to be victims of the “tyranny of the urgent.” 

We are, after all persons for whom Christ died!

What does this text tell us about the relationship between God and people? 

 If one looks at the disciples who are called (Simon, Andrew, James, and John) we see no 

hesitation and no deliberation. Jesus said “Follow me and I will make you fish for people” and 

they followed immediately! Mark’s brief story of the early stages of Jesus’ ministry links Jesus’ 

announcement of the gospel with his calling of the disciples. These activities are plainly connected. 

Jesus obviously speaks with authority as we see from the disciples’ reaction. People respond to the 

voice of authority. When we hear an authoritative voice wise people—those who have benefited 

by a learning curve—respond to intellectual, emotional, and practical intelligence. Simon Peter the 

first called said to a great throng: “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that 

God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified” (Acts 2:36). Thus, Peter 

went from a person denying Jesus three times to proclaiming Jesus as the Christ to all who would 

listen.
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