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+++++++++++++++++++++++++
If it be a sin to covet honor, I am the most offending soul

        (William Shakespeare—1564 - 1616)).
+++++++++++++++++++++++++

Disciple I led by Larry Thomas & Beginnings led by Dennis Lange.
Andy Stoker preaching here next Sunday in a pulpit swap with FUMC, Dallas

+++++++++++++++++++++++++

One of the important things we discover with respect to the story of Jesus is that we notice 

that the Gospel of John is vastly different than the Synoptics: Matthew, Mark, and Luke. While it 

is true John tells a comparable Jesus story as the Synoptics do, the differences are marked. How 

does John differ from the Synoptics? For but a few examples, Luke and Matthew relate Jesus’ 

story from his beginnings with his earthly parents Mary and Joseph. John, however, begins Jesus’ 

story with a majestic prologue that sounds like the beginning of Genesis:
[1:1] In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] He 
was in the beginning with God. [3] All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being [4] in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. [5] The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it (John 1:1-5).

Another difference is that in the Synoptic Gospels Jesus’ ministry lasts one year, while in 

John the ministry’s duration is three years. We notice this in the three annual Passovers that Jesus 

celebrates. John also ties his story of Jesus to the observances of the great pilgrimage feasts 

of Judaism: Pesach (Passover), Shavuot (Weeks), and Sukkot (Tents/Booths). In the Synoptics Jesus is 

obviously Jewish, but the Synoptics do not stress Jesus’ feast observance as John does. Even the 

account of Jesus’ death is different for John. In contrast to the Synoptics, Jesus is crucified on the 

day of preparation for the Passover (John 19:31). This means that the Last Supper (the foot washing, John 13) 

in John is not a Passover feast. For John, Jesus dies at the exact time that the Jews sacrifice the 

Passover lambs in the temple. With this in mind, may we hear our lesson for the day, John 6:56-
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69?
56 “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57 Just as the living Father sent 
me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came 
down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will 
live forever.” 59 He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 60 When many of 
his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?”

61 But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend 
you? 62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that 
gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But among you there 
are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who 
was the one that would betray him. 65 And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to 
me unless it is granted by the Father.” 66 Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went 
about with him. 

67 So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom 
can we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy 
One of God” (John 6:56-69).

 The theme of division is a prominent refrain in John’s Gospel and also in this passage. 

Our lesson today has to do with the division that occurs among those who heard Jesus and his 

difficult teaching about “the one who eats this bread will live forever.” As we know from the 

lesson too, some believed but many turned back and no longer travelled with Jesus. Another text 

among many in John reveals division among those who hear Jesus. John writes: 
“Jesus said, ‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me 
from this hour?’ No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour.  Father, glorify 
your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, 
“An angel has spoken to him” (12:27-29).

Was it thunder (see: 1 Samuel 12:18) or was it the voice of an angel? Either way, those in the 

crowd disagreed or we might say there was a division of opinion among them. John regularly 

uses this technique of Jesus creating a division to express who Jesus was and why he had come. 

For example, in chapter seven, when those in Jesus’ audience who had heard his teaching could 

not agree on what he had said or who he was that said it. John put it this way: “So there was a 

division in the crowd because of him” (John 7:43). Again, in the story of the man blind from birth 
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we find this account of division, “Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he 

does not observe the Sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such 

signs?’  And they were divided” (John 9:16). Similarly when Jesus spoke of himself as the Good 

Shepherd, “Again the Jews were divided because of these words” (John 10:19).  John frequently 

hammers his point home; to encounter Jesus’ truth we too become divided with respect to other’s 

opinions about Jesus. What does all this have to do with us? These questions continue to haunt 

Christians today as John’s time. 
First, John may be suggesting that our hours are tied to the hour of Jesus. As 
believers, Jesus has provided for us a moment of decision about whom he is and why 
he has come. 

Second, when that decision is made about Jesus, we might as well prepare ourselves 
for the inevitable. We will be cut off and divided from those who have not decided 
about who Jesus is and why he has come.

Today, as in John’s own time, the debates about who Jesus is and why he has come are 
endless. It seems like everyone has chosen up sides and has either entered the debate or is 
afraid to make a decision and is standing on the sidelines. But John does not let us off the hook. 
Everyone, at one time or another must decide who this individual from Nazareth is and why he 
has come to teach, die, and be resurrected. In Jesus’ life, John tells us, is the key to understanding 
who we are and why we have come to be. If John does not do anything else, he at least forces us 
to contemplate this question about Jesus. Will Willimon put the matter like this in a story of real 
sacrifice: 

She had talent, great talent. When she graduated first in her class from art 
school, she landed the best job with the best commercial graphics firm in the 
city. She was pulling down a great income.

She married a successful attorney and, in a couple of years, they had a son. The 
son was born severely handicapped with a number of physical complications. As 
a baby he required full-time care. She and her husband agreed to look after the 
baby at home. Her husband would cut back on his work; she would also cut back 
on hers.

The care was demanding and grueling, a twenty-four-hour-a-day job for them. 
Within a year, her husband left, leaving a note that said, in part, “I love you, but I 
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just can’t take this. I’ve got to have a life of my own.”

She quit her job and devoted full time to caring for her child. The child lived much 
longer than any of the doctors had believed, probably because the child received 
such loving, constant, skilled, and devoted care.

After eight years, the child died. And when the church met for the child’s funeral, 
we sang Easter songs and claimed victory. Speakers extolled her as an example 
for us all, a saint, someone who embodied Christ’s message for each of us.

She gave that child eight wonderful years; though, she “lost” eight years of her 
own life, by the world’s standards of gain and loss.

If you don’t know why, in looking at her life those eight years we 
saw “glory,” then you may not understand this Sunday’s gospel 
from John. Those eight years were her “hour of glory.”  She gave 
glory to God as well (William H. Willimon, Pulpit Resource, Volume 245, Number 1, Year B, p. 46).

The words of Eleanor Roosevelt ring true: “One’s philosophy is not best expressed in words. 

It is expressed in the choices one makes. In the long run, we shape our lives and we shape 

ourselves. The process never ends until we die. And the choices we make are ultimately our 

responsibility” (Tim Kimmel, Little House on the Freeway, p. 143).

 Does this offend you? Then choose wisely! Amen.
David Mosser, FUMC, Arlington, Texas 76011


