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“The true measure of  a man is how he treats someone who can do him absolutely no good”
(--Samuel Johnson).

 Hear God’s word and listen for what the Spirit is saying to the church:

37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you 
will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, 
will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

39 He also told them a parable: “Can a blind person guide a blind person? Will not both fall into a pit? 40 A disciple 
is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully qualified will be like the teacher. 41 Why do you see the speck in 
your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye? 42 Or how can you say to your neighbor, ‘Friend, let 
me take out the speck in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take 
the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye (Luke 6:37-42).

 After Tuesday’s Bible study, looking at Jesus’ Sermon on the Plain (Luke), someone said, it 

reminded them of Jesus’ teachings in Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount. Various scholars propose 

the Sermon on the Plain/Mount represent varying accounts of Jesus’ teaching about God’s 

Realm. The Sermon on the Plain parallels passages in Matthew’s version of the Sermon on the 

Mount. Their order is similar and related. Yet, we have options about understanding the Sermon 

on the plain/mount:
    * the Sermon on the Plain is Luke’s summary of the Sermon on the Mount;
    * the Sermon on the Mount is Matthew’s expansion of the Sermon on the Plain;
    * the two sermons were given on different occasions but Jesus reused material.

Of course, Matthew’s version is longer. Kent Millard’s book, The Gratitude Path, suggests 

“When our hearts are filled with a deep sense of gratitude to our compassionate God, we give 

eagerly, abundantly, and extravagantly to support God’s work throughout the world without 

wanting to control how the gifts are used or getting recognition for our gifts” (p. 27).

 Our lesson I am concentrating on, vss. 37-38, is a hinge between Jesus selecting his 

apostles and teaching them hard lessons. Some lessons are “love your enemies,” “pray for those 
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who abuse you,” and “be merciful just as your Father is merciful.” Subsequent to our text Jesus 

teaches about “the blind leading the blind,” “the speck and the log in people’s eyes,” and “each 

tree is known by its own fruit.”

 By way of reminder, here is the focus part of our text:
37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you 
will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, 
will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

Jesus said: “A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be out into 

your lap.” Jesus probably spoke these words after he and the apostles had walked through grain 

fields (see 6:1). In Bible times, it was customary for landowners to donate the grain at the edges 

of fields for the poor and needy to gather for themselves. A painting by François Millet (1857) 

titled “The Gleaners” painted a portrait of the rural life of nineteenth century France. In the 

painting we see three human figures gathering harvest leftovers. This practice—gleaning— was 

customarily part of the natural agricultural cycle. This harvest exercise Hebrew society regarded 

as a right of the poor to surplus remnants. The book of Ruth also describes gleaning.

 Gleaners in Jesus’ time often had long walks, sometimes many miles, to reach the as yet 

to be gleaned fields. Thus, gleaners wanted to carry back as much grain as possible because of 

the expediency of just one trip. After heaping grain into a basket, the gleaners would shake it and 

press it down. This drill removed air spaces between grains, allowing packing as much grain as 

possible.

 Jesus made use of this image in his teaching. Jesus began teaching a multitude of 

people who had come from all over Judea, Jerusalem, and the coastal regions. These were not 

the rich and powerful that came to hear him, but the sick, the poor, the needy. Jesus knew the 

people would understand him when he said that if they give to God, God’s bounty would return 

blessings that are pressed down, shaken together, and running over. He used this commonplace 

illustration to show how God blesses those who give offerings to God’s cause. Jesus by this 
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image/metaphor told those listening that God will bless them with good measure, pressed down, 

and running over. This is good to remember.

Today we do not walk miles to collect our food; yet, Jesus’ message is nonetheless 

applicable. We probably do not grow our own grain, yet we no doubt reap what we sow. If 

we sow love, generosity, and good deeds, God blesses us likewise. God promised this and in 

Malachi 3:10 challenges us to put God’s promise to the test: “Bring the whole tithe into the 

storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘and 

see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there 

will not be room enough to store it.” In like measure, if we sow selfishness, greed, or bad deeds, 

God returns these things to us pressed down and in good measure.

 As quaint as it may sound, those who obey God, God blesses. Those who go above 

and beyond God blesses even more. But from those who refuse to do even the minimum, God 

will take what they have and give it to someone who will be a good steward with it. Consider 

this passage from Proverbs 11:24-25, “One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another 

withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes will 

be refreshed.”

 These principles are closely tied to money, but ultimately it’s not about money. God 

doesn’t need our money, he’s after our hearts. Since our treasure is tied to our hearts (Luke 12:24), 

God goes through our treasure to get to our hearts.

 When we allow God to do a work in our hearts, the prime motive becomes giving for 

the sheer joy of giving, helping for the pure satisfaction of helping, and blessing because in 

doing so we imitate our Creator. God promised that if we give with a right motivation and for 

right reasons, God will say: “Well done, good and faithful servant. You were faithful with a few 

things, I will put you in charge of many things” (Matthew 25:23). These many things will be in good 

measure, pressed down, and running over.
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The word we use for stewardship is a Greek word from which we derive the English word 

for “economy.” Stewardship essentially means, “to manage the household.” Unfortunately, the 

household that we think of first when we hear the word stewardship is the household of money. 

Yet, anything that Christians manage is a household. For example, we are Christian stewards 

over our influence, faith, vote, spiritual life, listening, cooking, love, encouragement, good will, 

and so on. Indeed anything we manage is a stewardship “household.” Clearly our households 

include our money, but stewardship is also much more than money.

 I want to help all of us understand that stewardship is not just a “money word,” but 

stewardship is rather the deep reservoir from which we may draw to respond in faith. And the 

primary way of response is simple gratitude. 

How does the truth about God’s character apply to Christian giving? Let me suggest four 

answers.
1. We can’t out-give God
2. God will be no one’s debtor
3. God invites us to trust God’s Word
4. God challenges us to put God to the test
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