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“Blood is inherited and virtue is acquired”—(Venezuelan Proverb).

The “Reign of Christ” Sunday (also “Christ the King”) is the last Sabbath in the Christian worship 

calendar. The Christian year begins with the first Sunday of Advent, which is “New Year’s Day” 

according to Christian holy time—and this will take place next Sunday the 27th of November. 

Hear our day’s reading for the “Reign of Christ:” 
11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, 
and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12 giving 
thanks to the Father, who has enabled[a] you[b] to share in the inheritance of the saints 
in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.[c]

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for in[d] him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 
17 He himself is before all things, and in[e] him all things hold together. 18 He is the head 
of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might 
come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross (Colossians 1:11-20).

 Although many people do not realize it I don’t suppose, but theology is sort of a 

balancing act. On the one hand we believe that God is just—that God will judge the quick and 

the dead as the Apostle’s Creed suggests. Yet, at the same time, we believe that God is forgiving 

and merciful. We believe that there is no sin so egregious that God does not have the willingness 

and ability to forgive us. Today our lesson from the epistle to the church at Colossae reminds us 

of the cosmic sweep of our God revealed in Jesus Christ. Many Christians in our day think of 

Jesus in terms of a personal savior who is like they hymn we sometimes sing: “What a friend We 

Have in Jesus.” In this kind of thinking Jesus is our buddy—almost to the point that we could 
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text or e-mail him if we were so inclined. Another hymn puts this theology at our fingertips:

In the Garden--words & music by C Austin Miles

I come to the garden alone, 
While the dew is still on the roses; 
And the voice I hear, 
Falling on my ear, 
The Son of God discloses. 

Chorus: 
And he walks with me 
And He talks with me, 
And He tells me I am his own; 
And the joy we share as we tarry there, 
None other has ever known. 

He speaks and the sound of His voice 
Is so sweet the birds hush their singing; 
And the melody that He gave to me 
Within my heart is ringing. 

I’d stay in the garden with Him, 
Tho’ the night around me be falling, 
But He bids me go; 
Thro’ the voice of woe 
His voice to me is calling.

 What we call this is the theology of immanence. The sense of the immanence of God 

is “to be within” or “near” in relation to God’s creation. Immanence is closely related to God’s 

omnipresence, in that God is always present within the universe, although distinct from it. God 

is ‘within’ the universe in that God is its sustaining cause. God is incarnate in Jesus so that to 

see Jesus is to see God. In our Hebrew scripture lesson this week, if you were to read down to 

Jeremiah 23:23-24 you would read “‘Am I only a God nearby,’ declares the LORD, ‘and not a 

God far away? Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him?’ declares the LORD. 
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‘Do I not fill heaven and earth?’ declares the LORD.” With respect to Jesus this ideas comes to 

us from this epistle when it reads: “In Christ all things hold together . . . ” (Colossians 1:17).

 But today, if we concentrate on the last six verses, then we would see the balancing of the 

theology of immanence with the theology of transcendence. Closely related to the transcendence 

of God is God’s sovereignty. It means that God is above, other than, and distinct from all God 

has made—the divinity transcends it all. Paul writes that there is “one God and Father of all, who 

is over all and through all and in all” (Ephesians 4:6). Psalms puts it like this, “For you, O LORD, are 

the Most High over all the earth; you are exalted far above all gods” (Psalms 97:9; cf. 108:5).

In verses 15-20 is one of the most complete set of images for Jesus we find in the New 

Testament. We get these images via a series of titles for Jesus as God’s sovereign on earth. It is 

for these titles for Christ that the “Reign of Christ” or “Christ the King Sunday” employs this 

Colossians text.

 Titles are often shorthand for the nature of someone’s function or profession. We throw 

around titles and figuratively bow down to them because our society has come to regard titles as 

“something significant.” And yet it reminds me of a story I told a few weeks ago to the Tuesday 

night Bible study (that will not meet this Tuesday, by the way). Sometimes, life seems defined by who has the 

most clout, the most power, the most prestige, or the biggest or paramount titles.

 A newly promoted army colonel was sitting in his new office on the first day of his 

new assignment. He was basking in the pride of his accomplishment, new desk, and office 

appointments when a private knocked at his door.

 Wanting to duly impress the young man, the colonel said, “Just a minute please,” and 

then proceeded to speak rather loudly into the telephone. “Yes, sir, general, I will contact the 

President this afternoon. No, sir, general, I won’t forget.” He hung up, and then summoned the 

private to enter the office. 

“What can I do for you?” he inquired.
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“Well, sir,” the private responded, “I just came in here to hook up your phone!”

 Jesus’ titles not only serve to honor him, but also reveal to us his place in the cosmos as 

the incarnation of God. Note some of the Christ titles from Colossians 1:15-18:
-the image of the invisible God, 
-the firstborn of all creation; 
-before all things
-in him all things hold together
-the head of the body
-the church
-the beginning
-the firstborn from the dead

These images claim that all created things, visible and invisible, came to be through God 

and made visible Jesus the pre-existent Son. A second claim (verses 18-20) suggests that through 

death, the firstborn of creation becomes the firstborn from the dead, “assuming first place 

in everything.” Thus from this insight we have an opportunity to reconsider our theology of 

resurrection. For too many of us believers, resurrection simply means only “now we can go to 

heaven when we die.” Yet verses 15 and 18 hint that resurrection opens for us a new creation. 

The Church, the Son’s body, is the mediator of reconciliation, declaring to the whole created 

order its freedom from the powers of darkness.

In other words, on Reign of Christ Sunday, we are invited to remember that the “Kingdom 

of God” or “Reign of God”—to which Jesus constantly pointed—is as fully available now and 

always as it was 2000 years ago. Our question about Reign of Christ Sunday is whether we will 

choose to live as if the one who reigns is not Caesar, but rather God.
David Neil Mosser, FUMC, Arlington, TX 76011

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

COLOSSIANS 1:17

The caption in USA Today read, “Physicists find the missing piece in a universal puzzle.” The 
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“tau neutrino,” an incredibly tiny particle, was the last-theorized member of the family of 
particles that make up the universe. It has now been proven to exist.

Phillip Schewe of the American Institute of Physics said, “It’s like finding the Z in the alphabet 
of fundamental particles . . . [This study] doesn’t save lives or fill stomachs, but it does 
investigate the most fundamental structures . . . out of which everything, including ourselves, is 
made.”

Imagine finding the smallest known piece of the universe! It’s even more amazing to know the 
Designer of the universe—the Creator of those tiny bits of matter—and the reason they hold 
together. In Colossians 1:17-note we read that Jesus “is before all things, and in him all things 
consist.” One Bible scholar defines the word consist as the “principle of cohesion,” adding that 
Jesus makes the universe “a cosmos instead of a chaos.”

Jesus Christ is more vital to our existence than the “tau neutrino.” He feeds us spiritually, as 
well as physically. He saves us from our sins, as well as protects us from evil. He brings order to 
our inner chaos. May we ever worship the One who holds everything together (concepts in these final 

paragraphs a paraphrase of D J De Haan).


